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Every leadership journey has a meaningful start. 
Find out what inspired our scholars to embark on theirs.

Scholarship Award Ceremony 2008 – ME4 Wei Rong (2nd from left)

Water sports with my Army buddy – ME6 Luke (Left)

With my fellow O�cer Cadets – ME6 Vincent (2nd from right)

THE JOURNEY BEGINS

Chapter 1
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“ I wanted a career that allowed me to fulfil 
 the higher calling of serving my country. 

” Military Expert 4 (ME4) Ng Wei Rong

J
oining the military never occurred to me while I was growing up. I did, 

however, wanted a career that would allow me to pursue a higher calling and 
serve my country in some way. I also dreamt of a job that would be challenging, 
exciting and able to ful�l my passion for aviation and engineering.

After I graduated from Junior College, my cousin was always sharing with me 
stories about his roles as an Army regular. I began to realise how important it 
was to maintain a strong Singapore Armed Forces (SAF). After going through 
basic military training and o�cer cadet training, I got a taste of what my cousin 
had gone through. That unique camaraderie I experienced sealed my decision 
to pursue a career with the Republic of Singapore Air Force (RSAF). 

With the scholarship, my leadership journey began at Imperial College London 
where I pursued a Direct Master’s Programme in Mechanical Engineering.

With my family at my Commissioning Parade
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“ Experiencing good leadership and camaraderie
      in OCS made me decide to join the SAF. 

” Military Expert 6 (ME6) Luke Goh

Army Leadership Planning Seminar with other junior o�cers(2nd row, 3rd from left)

I never really considered a career in the SAF until I went through O�cer 
Cadet School (OCS). Having experienced good leadership and camaraderie, I 
aspired to become a leader in the SAF.

I got the chance to speak to in-service personnel about their scholarship 
experience and leadership journey. I discovered how the scholarship would 
allow me to study overseas and connect with people from diverse backgrounds. 
Beyond obtaining a great education that would prepare me for life in the SAF, it 
would also broaden my perspective of the world. I was convinced that this was a 
path worth pursuing. With the scholarship, I went on to Cornell University where I 
pursued a Bachelor’s Degree in Mechanical Engineering.
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During our midshipmen deployment (Middle)

I grew up harbouring big ambitions to serve our nation. I did not consider 
joining the SAF when I �rst started thinking about my career. It was something 
close — the Singapore Police Force. Both organisations share similarities: the 
uniform, team camaraderie and the opportunity to serve a great cause. My 
burning passion for engineering eventually led me to the Republic of Singapore 
Navy (RSN) where I could apply my expertise in developing state-of-the-art 
defence systems.

With the scholarship, I was given the opportunity to develop my passion and 
pursue a world-class engineering education at University College London where 
I studied Electronics and Electrical Engineering.

“ My desire to serve our nation and 
 passion for engineering led me to 
 a fulfilling career with the RSN. 

” Military Expert 6 (ME6) Vincent Chan
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With the SAF Engineering Scholarship, you can look forward to 
an adventure beyond the classroom. Get insights from our 

scholars on their experiences while studying overseas.

Exploring Sahara Desert with my university friends– ME4 Wei Rong (2nd row, 2nd from left)

Travelling during summer break – ME6 Vincent

With SAF buddies at my wedding – ME6 Luke (Middle)

Chapter 2

NEW HORIZONS 
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A t Imperial College London, I was equipped with a comprehensive 
engineering foundation. My overseas experience was not purely academics. I 
had the opportunity to travel widely and experience diverse cultures in places 
like Russia, Iceland and several African countries. Having worked with people of 
di�erent backgrounds, I appreciate the value of alternative perspectives and 
learnt that there are always multiple solutions to a problem.

Being overseas also taught me to be humble, adaptable and empathetic to 
others. With a newfound con�dence, I was ready to take the next step in my 
leadership journey.

    

 Graduation Ceremony at Imperial College London (2nd from right)

“ Studying overseas exposed me to alternative 
 perspectives which benefited me greatly. 

” ME4 Ng Wei Rong 
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My education in Cornell University provided me with a strong technical 
background that prepared me to perform at the highest level later as an 
Army Engineer.

However, the most in�uential factor that shaped my leadership journey was the 
exposure to diverse groups of people. It honed my communication skills and 
taught me about empathy, leading by example and motivating cross-cultural 
teams. Living overseas on my own also gave me a newfound independence 
which enabled me to discover more about myself and understand what my 
strengths and weaknesses were. It was an invaluable experience that 
contributed signi�cantly to the type of leader I would become. 

Touring China with my university mates (2nd from left)

“ Living independently overseas increased my 
 self-awareness and made me a better leader. 

” ME6 Luke Goh 
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Graduation Ceremony at University College London

the scholarship provided me with the opportunity to study at one of the 
most culturally-diverse cities in the world – London. Being exposed to the myriad 
of cultures and values was an eye-opening experience. It allowed me to develop 
the ability to harness every individual’s strengths in diverse teams, a skill that 
serves me well to this day.

I also left London with a deeper appreciation of the e�ciencies we enjoy in 
Singapore, especially in our healthcare and transportation systems, and I 
realised why it's so important to maintain a strong and capable SAF. What we've 
built has taken decades, but it only takes moments for it to be lost. With my 
motivation to serve the country at a new high, and my knowledge base as 
strong as it could be, I couldn't wait for my career to start in the SAF.

“ It was interesting learning about Singapore 
 through the perspectives of my foreign friends. 

” ME6 Vincent Chan
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With their horizons expanded, our scholars are ready to take on 
diverse roles in defending the nation. Read how they have

become outstanding military engineers in the SAF.

With my family – ME6 Vincent

At Exercise Wallaby 2014 – ME4 Wei Rong (1st row, 2nd from left)

Cohesion run at Mount Faber – ME6 Luke (1st Row, Middle)

RISING TO THE CHALLENGE

Chapter 3
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Before becoming Sta� Assistant to Chief of Air Force, I was in the Plans and 
Doctrine Branch of Headquarters Air Power Generation Command which is 
responsible for the development and review of air operations.

I love the dynamic nature of my work. It can be demanding but immensely 
ful�lling at the same time. Not only do I get to work on state-of-the-art military 
aircraft, I also lead my team during operations and exercises to achieve 
organisational objectives. Knowing that we play a larger part in securing the 
country makes every day even more rewarding. This is what separates my career 
from that of commercial engineers.

A career in the SAF is de�nitely challenging. But if you seek a meaningful career 
that will help you realise your full potential, SAF is the place to be. It’s a journey 
you will not regret.

Working on the Chinook aircraft with my fellow engineer (Right)

“ There has never been a dull moment in my career 
 and it gives me a great sense of satisfaction knowing 
 I am playing a part in national defence. 

” ME4 Ng Wei Rong
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A s an Army Engineer, I’m responsible for sustaining the operational 
e�ectiveness of the Army’s equipment and ensuring our men and women 
always have an edge on the battle�eld. It’s a role that gives me a great sense of 
pride, knowing that I’m contributing to the defence of the nation. 

To be successful as an individual and as a leader, I always maintain a “can-do” 
attitude. I also constantly remind myself and my squad about why they chose to 
serve the SAF and reinforce the strong sense of purpose and mission that is 
prevalent throughout the SAF.  

Although it is challenging, nothing feels as rewarding as overcoming tough 
obstacles and forming stronger bonds with your comrades. The friendships you 
form in the SAF will last a lifetime, and a career here is one of the most 
meaningful you can have. It gives everyone a strong sense of purpose and 
develops each individual into the best they can be.

With my colleagues at the Army Half Marathon(2nd Row, 4th from left)

“ My role in the SAF gives me a strong sense of purpose 
 that I am contributing to the defence of the nation. 

” ME6 Luke Goh
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Receiving best naval engineering and logistics unit award at

SAF50 parade from Minister of Defence, Dr Ng Eng Hen

A   t present, I am attending the Command and Sta� Course at Goh Keng 
Swee Command and Sta� College. Prior to this, I was the Commanding O�cer 
of a unit that provides engineering and maintenance support to the weapons 
systems in the RSN. Our work covers air, surface and underwater warfare 
domains, so it's incredibly dynamic, challenging and highly rewarding.

It can be tough when we are away from home, sailing on long deployments. 
That is where the bonds between colleagues become so important. The 
“close-quarter” experience strengthens relationships to a point where they 
become your second family. We rely on each other for motivation, pick one up 
when one is down, and push each other on to perform our very best. It nurtures 
a great sense of belonging and camaraderie among the crew.

If you receive this scholarship, it will be a great head-start. It will launch you on a 
journey in the SAF that will challenge and guide you to reach your full potential.

“ “Beyond my core responsibilities, I participated in 
 defence policy making and multilateral interactions. 

” ME6 Vincent Chan
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“ The nexus between my love for engineering and 
 protecting my loved ones and the country is 
 what attracted me to join the SAF as a military 
 engineer in 1994. With the myriad of training and 
 learning opportunities, SAF has groomed me well 
 to take on diverse roles throughout my career. 

” ME7 Tjhin Poi Chung
 Chief Maintenance and Engineering O�cer (CMEO)
 1995 SAF Engineering Scholar

The SAF's record is unparalleled when it comes to nurturing our leaders 
of tomorrow. As a scholar and military engineer, you will be groomed for 

the highest levels of leadership where you will play a signi�cant role 
shaping the future of Singapore's defence capabilities.

BECOMING LEADERS OF TOMORROW

Chapter 4

Then-ME6 Tjhin taking over the command as CMEO from ME7 (Ret) Ng Chan Cheok
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COURSE OF STUDYELIGIBILITY CRITERIA

·       Singapore citizens or permanent residents intending to take up citizenship

·       Good GCE 'A' Level results or International Baccalaureate results, 
 Polytechnic Diploma (with Merit) or equivalent

·       Good co-curricular activities (CCA) records

·       Possess strong interest in pursuing a military engineering career in the SAF 

VALUE OF AWARD

· Full sponsorship e.g. tuition fees and other approved academic charges 
 to pursue studies in engineering in top and renowned overseas or 
 local universities

· Departure for studies in the year of award

· Monthly salary and maintenance allowance, e.g. books, clothing, computer 
 for the duration of studies

· Aerospace Engineering

· Chemical Engineering

· Electrical & Electronic Engineering

· Marine Engineering

· Material Science and Engineering

· Mechanical Engineering

The list is not exhaustive.

Note:

*If you are pursuing your Master’s degree, you must complete your studies in 4 years.
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SUPPORT DURING YOUR STUDIES 
MINDEF Scholarship Centre (MSC) will be your point of contact and support 
for all your personal administration, academic and military needs when you 
are studying. 

An in-service scholar will also be assigned to you as a mentor to advise and 
guide you during your studies.

VACATION ATTACHMENT  
Stay updated with the latest developments in MINDEF/SAF. Vacation attachments 
will be arranged for you during the summer holidays.

UNIVERSITIES

Our scholars typically go to top and renowned universities in the USA or UK.

United States of America

· Carnegie Mellon University

·  Harvard University

· Johns Hopkins University

· Massachusetts Institute of Technology

· Princeton University

· Stanford University

· University of California, Berkeley

· University of Chicago

·  University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign

· Yale University

Note:

The above lists are not exhaustive. You may also apply if the universities you're interested in are not listed, 

but applications are subject to approval.
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United Kingdom

· Imperial College London

· London School of Economics 
 and Political Science

· University of Cambridge

· University of Oxford

· University College London



(3)  AWARDING OF SCHOLARSHIP 
 After accepting the scholarship, you will depart for your studies in 
 August/September of the same year, depending on the country of study.

APPLICATION & SELECTION 

(1) APPLICATION PROCESS
 Application for the SAF Engineering Scholarship opens in September and 
 closes in April of the following year. Please apply via 
 http:www.mindef.gov.sg/scholarship/apply-now.html. 
 We encourage all applicants to apply early.

(2) SELECTION PROCESS
 You will be required to attend two rounds of interviews. Your military 
 performance will be a key factor during the interviews. The board looks
 for candidates who demonstrate leadership potential, good character, 
 a strong desire to realise their potential, a passion to serve the country and  
 a keen interest to pursue a challenging and ful�lling engineering career 
 with MINDEF/SAF.

 The scholarship is awarded based on merit, you will be 
 awarded the scholarship if you meet the criteria and are 
 found suitable by the interview boards.

 There is no quota for the number of scholarships awarded annually.
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EMBARK ON A LEADERSHIP 
JOURNEY THAT SHAPES THE 
FUTURE OF DEFENCE
With access to a wide range of prestigious universities globally for your journey towards 
leadership within MINDEF, the privilege to protect our nation’s sovereignty and our way 
of life lies right ahead of you. So seize it. Speak to our o�cers at the MINDEF Scholarship 
Centre to learn more today.
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WRITE YOUR OWN LEADERSHIP STORY.
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The SAF Engineering Scholarship is a new scholarship for 

aspiring engineers-to-be with the interest and commitment 

to join the SAF as Military Experts. You will form the next 

generation of leaders in our engineering corps who will 

catalyse the next phase of development of the SAF. 

As military engineers, you will assume a range of challenging 

engineering appointments in MINDEF/SAF. There are also 

opportunities for you to be rotated in the wider defence 

technology ecosystem to build up engineering expertise 

and gain exposure to cutting-edge defence technologies.


