VIEW POINT TALK @SAFTI MI LIBRARY  ---  CREATING GREATER MALAYSIA
The 4th series of the ViewPoint Talk was held Mon, 26 May 2008 from 1500-1730 hrs at the Library’s briefing room. A total of 48 participants attended out of 68 registered. They include Head from CLME, MSB, ALUMNI; member officers from SAF schools, MINDEF, RSIS (NTU) and NUS.
The speaker was Associate Professor Tan Tai Yong, Dean of Faculty of Arts & Social Sciences with National University Singapore. Prof Tan gave an in-depth and detail analysis of the political processes that led to the formation of the Federation of Malaysia in 1963. He touched on the perspectives and specific roles of each of the major players in the making of Malaysia. These include the hard bargaining between Singapore and Malaya on the critical issues of citizenship, control of finances and the development of a common market during the lead-up to merger with the relative ease with which the North Borneo Territories were incorporated in the Federation. The details of these negotiations and compromises of the early 1960s gives the audience a better understanding on the problems of nation building, including the separation of the great city-state Singapore form Malaysia
Almost all 25 copies of the book by Prof Tan, “Creating a greater Malaysia” on sale were snapped up and the tea reception was also a reunion for all as Prof Tan is no stranger to many of the participants present.
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