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Between far-fl ung Yemen and Somalia, in the Arabian Sea, lies one of the 
busiest waterways in the world. Situated along the Suez Canal shipping 
route, the Gulf of Aden sees approximately 25,000 merchant ships pass 
through each year, underscoring its vital role in international sea trade.

In support of international counter-piracy efforts in the Gulf of Aden, the 
SAF has deployed a task group for Operation Blue Sapphire (Maritime) 
[OBS(M)] comprising the RSN stealth frigate, RSS Intrepid, with an RSAF 
S-70B Seahawk Naval Helicopter (NH) on board. The 145-strong SAF task 
group will operate under the ambit of the multinational Combined Task 
Force 151 to undertake operations to disrupt piracy activities in the Gulf of 
Aden during its three-month deployment.

The OBS(M) Send-off Ceremony, held at Changi Naval Base on 4 Sep 12, 
was offi ciated by Chief of Navy, RADM Ng Chee Peng. COS-AS, BG Wong 
Huat Sern, and other senior RSAF offi cers were also present to send off 
the RSAF personnel deploying for this operation.    

Our SeaHawks
Watching Over the 

Gulf of Aden
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The Seahawk is a large, long-winged bird of prey. Soaring above 
the seas on white wings tinged with brown, it cuts a striking fi gure 
as it swoops majestically towards the waters, just barely skimming 
the surface, and emerging with its prey clasped fi rmly in its talons.

Story by Wayne Tan
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Family members also turned up in full force at the ceremony 
to support their loved ones. Fond hugs and farewells were 
exchanged as the detachment personnel boarded the RSS 
Intrepid for their deployment. 

OBS(M) 2012 marks the fi rst deployment of the NH for OBS(M).
For the 36 RSAF personnel participating in this operation, it is 
an immense honour to be part of the NH’s inaugural operational 
deployment.

“This is the fi rst operational mission for the SQN,” shared LTA 
Bernard Lim, an NH pilot from 123 SQN who is part of the task 
group. “We have all trained hard for this, and I am very proud to 
be part of it.”

ME5 Tan Boon Kiat, an Air Force Engineer from 123 SQN, is 
confi dent that the SQN is well-prepared for the mission. “Sea 
conditions are some of the key challenges for this deployment,” 
he shared.  “But all of us in the NH community have accumulated 
some sailing time from past training deployments, and we are 
more than ready for this mission on the high seas.”

OBS(M) 2012 is the fourth in the series. The SAF has previously 
deployed three task groups since 2009, each comprising a 
Landing Ship Tank and two Super Puma helicopters. In addition, 
an RSAF Fokker-50 detachment had also been deployed from 
Apr to Jul 2011 to support international counter-piracy efforts in 
the region.    

▲ ME5 Tan with his daughters

▲ COS-AS, BG Wong Huat Sern, sending off the RSAF personnel

LTC Tan Jinq Yeu
CO 123 SQN

The Seahawks have never hesitated to go the 
extra mile, and I would like to commend them
for their dedication, tenacity and professionalism.

▲ ME5 Tan with his daughters

yne Tan
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Sleek fi ghter jets banking in unison, their mighty roars 
echoing through the clear blue skies.  Distant beacons of 
light streaming across a cloudless night sky.  These were 
just some of the sights and sounds of EX Pitch Black 12, 
conducted in Darwin, Australia, from 27 Jul to 16 Aug 12.

This year’s exercise involved about 2,500 personnel and 
100 aircraft from the RSAF, the Royal Australian Air Force 
(RAAF), the Royal Thai Air Force (RTAF), the Indonesian 
Air Force (TNI AU), the United States Air Force (USAF), the 
United States Marine Corps (USMC), and the Royal New 
Zealand Air Force (RNZAF).
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Exercise

Through Day and Night

Story by Alvan Tay
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Since 1990, EX Pitch Black has provided the RSAF with an 
invaluable platform to conduct air operations under realistic 
training conditions and enhance its interoperability with the 
other participating air forces.

Commenting on the importance of EX Pitch Black, SLTC Lim 
Chee Meng, the RSAF’s EX Director, said, ”This multilateral 
exercise allows our air and ground crew to continue 
practising and refi ning their skills within the context of 
a large-force deployment. It is a very complex training 

exercise which has provided some very challenging air 
combat opportunities for our airmen to bring out the best 
in them.” 

“The airspace available in Darwin is also much bigger 
than that in Singapore,” he added. “Hence, the training 
opportunities are greater and this allows us to put to 
practice different tactics which we are not able to carry out 
back in Singapore.”
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The RSAF deployed about 300 personnel, six 
F-15SG and eight F-16C/D fi ghter aircraft, a G550-
AEW and a KC-135R air-to-air refuelling tanker 
for this exercise. This was also the fi rst time the 
RSAF’s F-15SG and G550-AEW aircraft were 
deployed for EX Pitch Black.

For CPT Max Ng, an F-15SG pilot, his participation 
in this year’s EX Pitch Black was a very memorable 
experience. On his main takeaways from the 
exercise, he said, “Through this exercise, I have a 
better appreciation of the unique strengths of the 
air forces and there is always something that we 
can learn from everyone.”

As part of the exercise programme, Darwin Open 
Day was held on 11 Aug 12 to allow members of 
the public to get up-close and personal with the 
aircraft from the participating nations.

Held at RAAF Base Darwin, rows of aircraft were 
neatly lined up at the dispersal in a combined static 
display put up by the RSAF, the RAAF, the RTAF, 
and the TNI AU. Amongst the enthusiastic crowd 
was Mr Jake Browning, who brought his family of 
four to the event.

“The RSAF’s aircraft are truly magnifi cent. I was 
just speaking to my wife and we are both very 
impressed that a young nation like Singapore 
possesses such a mighty defence force,” he 
shared. “This is my family’s fi rst visit to such an 
event and we love it!”
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▲ The RSAF’s F-15SG fi ghter aircraft fl ying in formation with the 
RAAF’s F-18 fi ghter aircraft during EX Pitch Black 12

▲ LTC Adrian Toh, CO 143 SQN, and MAJ Desmond Too, an F-16 
pilot, introducing the F-16’s capabilities to members of the public

RAAF s F 18 fi ghter aircraft during EX Pitch Black 12g g

▲ SLTC Lim interacting with GPCAPT Joe Lervasi from the RAAF, 
during Darwin Open Day
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GPCAPT Mike Kitcher, the RAAF’s EX Director, 
was particularly impressed with the RSAF’s 
performance in EX Pitch Black. “It’s heartening 
to see the similarities between all the air forces, 
particularly between the RAAF and the RSAF,” he 
said. “We fi nd it very easy to operate alongside 
the RSAF and, obviously, we value the RSAF’s 
participation very much because your servicemen 
have been very professional.”

Apart from honing the airmen’s skills, EX Pitch 
Black 12 was also a good opportunity for our 
Operationally Ready National Servicemen 
(NSmen) to maintain their operational currency. 
ME2 (NS) Soh Kee Teck, an Air Force Engineer 
(AFE), was one of nine NSmen who participated 
in the exercise. He was also the only NSman 
deployed to work on the G550-AEW aircraft.

“As an NSman, it is my duty to do my part for 
Singapore. Through this exercise, I was able to 
polish the set of skills which I picked up during my 
time in the RSAF,” ME2 (NS) Soh said. “Of course, 
throughout the exercise, the amount of confi dence 
placed in me by my superiors and peers, as well as 
their patience and guidance, have spurred me on 
to do my utmost for the air force.”

Also participating in this year’s EX Pitch Black was 
ME4 Johnson Chan, an AFE from 149 SQN. On his 
biggest takeaway from the exercise, he shared, 
“Seeing our F-15SG aircraft taking off and landing 
smoothly gave me a great sense of satisfaction. For 
my team of engineers, it is especially heartening to 
know that all our efforts in maintaining the aircraft 
has paid off.”

With a smile, he added, “I am very glad that, by 
participating in EX Pitch Black, I have had the 
opportunity to give my utmost to contribute to the 
mission success of the RSAF.”

▲ ME2 (NS) Soh marshalling an aircraft for take-off during 
its night fl ight

▲ MAJ Yip Chuang Syn, an F-15SG pilot, conducting a pre-fl ight brief 
before a missionbefore a mission

▲ ME2 Ong Seng Lee, an Air Force Engineer from 111 SQN, preparing 
the cooling system for the G550-AEW
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he roar of fi ghter jets streaming across the sky, over a 
vibrant sea of red and white. Smartly-formed contingents 

marching in unison against the backdrop of a beautiful city 
skyline. On 9 Aug 12, the Marina Bay fl oating platform came to 
life as Singaporeans gathered to celebrate the nation’s 47th 
birthday. 

With exciting and breathtaking segments, National Day 
Parade (NDP) 12 was a spectacle to behold and a meaningful 
affi rmation of Singaporeans’ commitment towards our nation. 

“We are very excited about NDP,” enthused Sabrina Ho, who 
was sitting in the stands with her family. “The kids are really 
looking forward to seeing the parade, as well as the fi ghter 
jets!”

The sight of the Red Lions parachuting gracefully onto 
the fl oating platform, with red smoke trailing their descent, 
ushered in the start of the parade segment. A central feature 
of NDP 12, the “Commitment to Defence (C2D) March” saw 
uniformed personnel marching out from the seating gallery 
in sharply-executed drills, down 100 steps, and converging 
with the other marching contingents forming up the parade 
at the fl oating platform. More than 2,000 people from 32 
marching contingents took part in the parade, with the RSAF 
marching contingent made up of personnel from Air Combat 
Command, Air Power Generation Command, Air Force 
Training Command, and Unmanned Aerial Vehicle Command. 
The “C2D March” symbolises the commitment of our National 
Servicemen towards defending our nation, with Singaporean 
sons responding to the call of duty and coming together to 
protect Singapore. This parade also marked the fi rst time the 
RSAF’s new pixelised No. 4 uniform was donned during NDP. 

ne Tanne Tan
ome

T Spectators proudly waving our 
fl ags at the parade

The Guard-of-Honour uncasing 
the State Colours

The RSAF marching contingent executing the 
C2D March in the new pixelised No. 4 uniforms 
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As a Chinook helicopter and two Apache helicopters fl ew the 
iconic “State Flag Flypast” against the city skyline, the fl ag-
raising ceremony commenced on the fl oating platform. For 
this year’s “Majulah Moment”, the state fl ag was handed from a 
group of NSmen to Full-Time National Servicemen and students 
from uniformed groups, symbolising the passing on of the 
commitment to ensure the safety and security of our country, 
from one generation to the next.

After the “Salute to the Nation”, which saw eight RSAF fi ghter 
aircraft executing the bomb burst and fl ypast, this year’s NDP 
featured, for the fi rst time, a Salute in commemoration of 45 years 
of National Service (NS45). “A key highlight of this parade is the 
“Salute to NS45” segment,” shared COL Roland Ng, Chairman 
Parade and Ceremony Committee. “During the parade, we will 
pay tribute to our NSmen past and present for their contributions 
and sacrifi ces, as well as to their families, friends and employers 
who have supported them during their NS.”

The “Salute to NS45” began with the “Advance-in-Review 
Order (ARO)” drill on parade, usually executed to accord the 
highest compliments to the reviewing offi cer. For the fi rst time 
during NDP, this drill segment was performed by more than 
2,000 parade participants, which involved them marching 10 
steps forward, halting, then saluting and paying tribute to all 
Singaporeans who have contributed to or supported NS for the 
past 45 years. The crowd eagerly responded with applause, 
with many of them returning the salute.

Thereafter, four F-16D Blk52+ fi ghter aircraft soared across 
the skies in box formation before executing a Double Shackle 
manoeuvre by crossing each other’s fl ight paths and creating 
two crosses of smoke trails.
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The F-16D Blk52+ fi ghter aircraft 
performing the exhilarating Double 

Shackle manoeuvre 

Two F-15SG fi ghter 
aircraft performing the 

Vertical Climb
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Then, another pair of F-16D Blk52+ fi ghter aircraft performed 
a near-vertical steep climb, followed by a symmetrical 
split, creating a V-shape with smoke trails.  Next up was 
yet another exhilarating fl ying manoeuvre: a single F-15SG 
fi ghter aircraft executed a highly challenging small-radius 
combat turn in front of thousands of spectators in the 
stands. After the three exciting fl ying profi les, the Aerial 
Display culminated in two F-15SG fi ghter aircraft executing 
a breath-taking 60-degree Vertical Climb fi nale manoeuvre 
- a fi tting salute to NS45.

“NDP never fails to amaze,” shared Wong Kok Foo, a retiree 
who attended NDP 12 with his wife. “It has been many years 
since my NS days, but for me, this is a memorable and 
meaningful tribute to all NSmen.”

After the show segment, NDP 12 drew to a close with the 
poignant “Pledge Moment”. It was a heartfelt moment as 
Singaporeans young and old recited the words they knew 
by heart, affi rming their love and commitment for Singapore. 
A spectacular fi reworks display then lit up the fl oating 
platform, ending the parade on a high note and casting a 
radiant glow on thousands of excited, cheering participants.

“To know that our work means so much to so many people, 
not just within the Air Force, but to Singaporeans all across 
the country, that really fi lls me with a sense of joy and 
passion,” shared LTC Gaurav Keerthi, CO 127 SQN and a 
Chinook pilot for the “State Flag Flypast”. “If I had to use one 
word to describe the NDP 12 experience, it would be this: 
inspiring.”

13
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As an NSman fl ying for NDP, MAJ (NS) Low Kok Meng captains 
the Super Puma helicopter high above the clouds from which 
the Red Lions exit. “I am proud and honoured to be part of the 
team,” he said. “All my past training with the RSAF has prepared 
me well for the task.” 

“When I was in service, I encouraged NSmen to volunteer for NDP,” 
MAJ (NS) Low shared. “Now as an NSman, it is time for me to lead by 
example and volunteer my service.”

“Nobody sees me when I fl y over the platform, 
but I know when the Red Lions land, 

there will be a lot of 
applause,” he added. 
“That applause tells 
me that I have done 
my job and done the 

Air Force proud.”

MAJ (NS) Low Kok Meng

F
t
e
A

M
C
o
p
a

“
S
lo
t

F
t
e
A

M
C
o
p
a

“
S
l
t

3SG

“Nobody sees me when I fl y over the platform, 
but I know when the Red Lions land, 

there will be a lot of 
applause,” he added. 
“That applause tells 
me that I have done 
my job and done the 

Air Force proud.”

A marching contingent 
moves as one, a band of 
brothers-in-arms marching 

in crisp timing, their uniforms neat 
and smart in the sunlight. But for 
the Chia brothers, sometimes, 
the person standing shoulder-to-
shoulder with you can in fact be 
your very own brother. 

“We are both in the Guard-of-Honour 
contingent,” said 3SG Jackson Chia. 
“My brother Jason actually stands 

directly next to me in the front row of 
the contingent.” 

And how does it feel to be marching 
next to your twin brother? “We actually 

help each other with the timing and 
coordination,” said 3SG Jason Chia 
with a smile. “Standing side-by-side 
with him, we feel very proud to be 
Singaporeans.“ 

3SG Jason Chia & 
3SG Jackson Chia
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August Birthday Celebrations

Working tirelessly behind-the-scenes, our RSAF airmen have put 
in their all to put up an outstanding and spectacular parade for 
the nation. As we celebrate Singapore’s 47th birthday, it is their 
selfl ess commitment to our nation which is integral to the success 
of the parade. During one of the NDP rehearsals, CAF, MG Ng 
Chee Meng, presented certifi cates of appreciation to members of 

the RSAF marching contingent whose 
birthdays fell in August. For these 
August babies, this year’s birthday 
was defi nitely one with a difference as 
they celebrated it with the nation and 
their buddies from the RSAF.

AAAugu ttst BBBiiirthththddday CCCelllebbbr ttatiiions
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From the Air Participation Operations Room situated above 
the seating gallery, the Air Participation Committee (APC) 
ensures that segments such as the “State Flag Flypast” and 
Aerial Display are executed on time.

ME2 Mala D/O Mahalingam is the Warrant-Offi cer-In-
Charge of APC. “I’m responsible for the setting up of the 
operations room,” she shared. “I ensure that the air situation 
picture, weather updates and mission boards are updated 
and presented accurately.”

“NDP is an essential part of what it means to be a  
Singaporean,” she said. “There’s tremendous effort put in by 
lots of people for this event, and I’m very thrilled and proud 
to be part of it.”  

ME2 Mala D/O Mahalingam
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My friends and 
I are very excited about 
NDP!  It’s even more exciting to watch 
the aerial display live, and not just on TV!

Thank 
you, RSAF, for the 

brilliant and unforgettable show on 
Singapore’s 47th birthday! 

3SG (NS) Linden Wee
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3SG (NS) Linden Wee is no ordinary NSman; he is a six-year 
veteran of the NDP fl ag-rigging party.  “It is always a rewarding 
experience,” he shared. “There’s nothing quite like rigging 
what must be one of the largest state fl ags in the world.”

“I work with NSmen from all walks of life,” he added. “When 
we see the Chinook take off, proudly fl ying the fl ag, we feel 
like we’ve all come together as a team, and contributed 
meaningfully to the parade.”  

brilliant and unforgettable show onbrilliant and unforgettable show on 
Singapore’s 47th birthday! 
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I am a big fan of NDPs, and the Air Force 
puts on a better show with each passing year.

Continue to make us proud, RSAF!
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As Marina Bay roared to life, RSAF personnel around the 
world joined in the celebration of our nation’s 47th birthday. 
All six RSAF Commands marked the occasion with National 
Day Observance Ceremonies and the presentation of 
National Day awards. From Arizona to Pearce, Texas 
to Cazaux, the RSAF’s overseas detachments also 
commemorated National Day in various ways. Some 
also held exhibitions to share Singapore’s history and 

culture with our foreign friends, while Singapore-themed 
activities added a dash of uniquely Singaporean fl avour 
to the celebrations. Last but not least, the reciting of the 
National Pledge and the singing of the National Anthem 
at the ceremonies served as poignant affi rmation of our 
personnel’s commitment and dedication to Singapore, 
wherever they are and wherever their mission takes them.

Peace Carvin II 
Arizona

150 SQN
Cazaux

ADOC

Peace Vanguard
Arizona

USA FRANCE

Peace Carvin V
Idaho

Peace Prairie
Texas
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Oakey Training Centre
Queensland

APGC

130 SQN
Perth

ADOC

FRANCE

SINGAPORE

AUSTRALIA

Air Grading Centre
Tamworth 

HQ RSAF
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44th Anniversary
On 31 Aug 12, servicemen and women from HQ 
RSAF and the six RSAF Commands gathered to 
commemorate the RSAF’s 44th Birthday.  Held at Air 
Force Training Command (AFTC), this momentous 
occasion was graced by CAF, MG Ng Chee Meng.

In his opening address, MG Ng refl ected on the RSAF’s 
remarkable progress since its humble beginnings.  
“Our achievements in the past have continued to 
sharpen our edge and position us for the future,” he 
said.  “I am greatly heartened by the deep commitment 
and professionalism that our airmen have displayed 
over the past generations.” 

This year, the RSAF celebrated its 44th Anniversary 
with a Cohesion and Games Day.  Cohesion amongst 
the airmen was fostered through exciting team games, 
and outstanding servicemen were recognised during 
the awards presentation ceremony. As part of the 
celebration, the RSAF also took the opportunity to give 
back to the community through its annual fund-raising 
charity drive.

Story by Low Jun Yi
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Participants and supporters from AFTC 
participating in a team cheer ▼

I am con ident that the RSAF will continue to build on the successes that we have achieved in our irst 44 years, and grow from strength to strength. MG Ng
As part of the anniversary celebration, teams from HQ RSAF 
and the six Commands competed in a series of sporting 
activities such as ultimate frisbee, relay run, basketball and 
volleyball. 

Despite the heavy rainfall which resulted in the games being 
held indoors, the high spirits of the RSAF airmen were not    
dampened. As MG Ng sounded the horn to signify the start 
of the games, the spirited cheers of the participants and 
spectators fi lled the hall with enthusiasm and energy.

Amidst all the excitement, the team games and activities 
served to strengthen the strong camaraderie amongst 
airmen, whilst instilling in them a sense of belonging to the 
RSAF.

With the rallying support from the spectators, the teams 
competed in a series of gruelling matches.  The team from 
Air Defence Operations Command (ADOC) eventually 
emerged victorious, as the winner of this year’s CAF 
Challenge Shield.

▲ RSAF airmen competing in an exciting game of volleyball

▲ MG Ng with the CAF Challenge Shield winners from ADOC

CAF Challenge Shield

“
”
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MG Ng; Chief Warrant Offi cer of the Air 
Force, ME5 Koh Yong Meng; with the Best 
Airman award winners  ▼

In recognition of their hard work and dedication over the 
past year, MG Ng presented the Best Airman, the RSAF 
NSman of the Year, as well as the CAF CARDINAL Awards 
to outstanding RSAF personnel during the anniversary 
celebration. Award winners also took an incentive fl ight on 
board the RSAF’s Chinook helicopter as a recognition of 
their contributions.

The Best Airman Awards recognise the most outstanding 
servicemen from eight different categories (Technical 
Specialist, Logistics Support Specialist, Service Support 
Specialist, Combat Support Specialist, Air Operations 
Systems Specialist, Air Defence Systems Specialist, Air 
Crew Specialist and Field Defence Specialist).  Each of 
these servicemen exemplifi es the RSAF core values in the 
fi elds of their operations.  

“I am honoured to win this prestigous award,” shared Air 
Force Engineer (Supply Chain), ME1 Lim Yun Xie, the winner 
from the Logistics Support category.  “Since the very fi rst 
day I joined the Air Force, my CO and peers have shown 
me guidance, and they have helped make my career a 
wonderful learning journey!” 

“I am really proud to be part of such an outstanding group,”  
agreed 3SG Tan Zhi Yang, the winner from the Combat 
Support category, who was also one of the NSF award 
winners. “My OC, MAJ Sam Ong, provided me with countless 
opportunities to develop both as a person, and as a leader.  
Without him, I would never be where I am today.”

The RSAF NSman of the Year awards are presented to 
NSmen who have made signifi cant contributions and 
displayed exceptional work ethic and professionalism 
towards the RSAF.

CPT (NS) Jayson Goh, an Air Warfare Offi cer (Ground-
Based Air Defence) from 160 SQN, is one of two RSAF 
NSmen of the Year.  He commended the camaraderie and 
teamwork in his SQN, “In 160 SQN, NSmen like me come 
together with regular servicemen as a team in all training 
and exercises, demonstrating our strong ‘Gunners’ Spirit’, 
the element that binds us together as a family.”
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▲ CPT (NS) Goh, one of the RSAF NSman of the Year award winners
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The CAF CARDINAL Awards seek to recognise individuals 
who have demonstrated exemplary qualities and efforts in 
championing People Development efforts at the Command, 
Department or SQN level.

The Command Chief Warrant Offi cer of AFTC, SWO 
Chan Kum Wah, was one of the seven recipients of the 
CAF CARDINAL Awards. He played an important role in 
developing RSAF personel, such as conducting the Airmen 
Orientation Programme (AOP) for newly enlisted airmen.  
He shared the satisfaction he got from his job, “An airman 
from the AOP wrote a personal letter to me expressing how 
my stories and experiences helped motivate him during 
his 2 years of NS.  It was very heartening to know I have 
infl uenced him positively.”

“An RSAF airman should be well-trained and well-looked 
after, so that we can always count on them,” he added. 
“This is why it is important to nurture, motivate and inspire 
our airmen to serve the RSAF with pride and purpose.”

To me, CARDINAL in the RSAF is about nuturing, and taking care of one another, the same way you would with your family and loved ones. This way, everyone will be proud to be an RSAF airman.  SWO Chan
As our airmen enjoyed themselves in a day of fun and 
games, they did not forget to extend a helping hand to the 
less fortunate.  In the charity drive organised as part of the 
anniversary celebration, a total of $208,800 was raised by 
personnel across the RSAF.  

MG Ng presented the cheques to the SAF Benevolent 
Fund, the President’s Challenge, the Singapore Red Cross 
Society, as well as seven other charitable organisations 
supported by HQ RSAF and the six Commands.  

Benefi ciaries supported by HQ RSAF and 
the RSAF Commands:
- Asian Women’s Welfare Association School
- Association for Persons with Special Needs
- Apex Harmony Lodge
- Movement for the Intellectually Disabled of Singapore
- Towner Gardens School
- Geylang East Home for the Aged
- Melrose Home▲ MG Ng presenting the cheque to a representative 

from the SAF Benevolent Fund
s

•  CAF CARDINAL Awards

RSAF Charity Drive 2012

▲ SWO Chan receiving the CAF CARDINAL Award 
from MG Ng
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I am ME4 Joseph Pereira, an Air Operations and Systems Expert (AOSX) in Air Defence 
and Operations Command (ADOC). I joined the RSAF in 1977 as an Air Defence Operator. 
Today, I am proud to serve in the Air Force as the Command Chief of ADOC. Throughout my 
career in the Air Force, I have had opportunities to attend local and overseas training and 
courses which have helped me achieve my fullest potential. The invaluable experiences and 
the sense of purpose in serving the Air Force have spurred me on to give my best in all that I 
do and I would like to share my story with you. 

A Greater Sense of Purpose

When I joined the Air Force, there were only two SQNs of Hawker Hunter fi ghter aircraft, 
one SQN of Bloodhound Surface-to-Air missiles, two long-range Air Defence radars 
and a semi-automated C2 system. Today, we have F-15SGs, G550-AEWs, Ground-
Based Air Defence and C4 systems that are capable of delivering enhanced airpower 
capabilities to the SAF. The RSAF has come a long way, and we are now recognised 
as one of the most capable and competent air forces in the region. 

This is where my story begins....

We have to train hard and set high standards... engage our people so that they “
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Each generation of men and women who have served in 
the RSAF had to face great challenges and uncertainties, 
but our people have had the willpower and commitment 
to overcome these challenges and make the RSAF into 
what it is today. The saying goes - our people are our best 
assets - but I would rather say that our people are our best 
weapons - because it is the man behind the machine and 
his will to fi ght that makes the difference. 

Throughout my career, I have had opportunities to 
work with some of the fi nest offi cers in the RSAF. Senior 
Commanders like BG Jimmy Khoo, BG Tan Meng Dui, BG 
Hoo Cher Mou and BG Kwek Kok Kwong were offi cers 
who spent a lot of time and gave command emphasis on 
the training, development and care for the men on the 
ground. They were leaders who truly inspired many of us 
who worked in ADOC.

In 2010, with the implementation of the new SAF Career 
Schemes, we became Air Operations and Systems 
Experts (AOSX). These changes were necessary and with 
each change, improvements were made to our job scopes 
as we took on more responsibilities.

From 1999 to 2003, I served as the Personal Assistant 
to the Defence Attaché in Washington, D.C. On 11 Sep 
01, I witnessed the terrorist attack on the Pentagon with 
my own eyes. Thousands of people evacuated buildings 
and scrambled for their lives. The Washington, D.C. area 
erupted into chaos; cell-phones were jammed and traffi c 
came to a standstill as thousands tried to leave the city. My 
heart was pounding and I feared for the safety of my wife 
and children. 

Fire trucks, police cars and ambulances raced towards 
the Pentagon with screaming sirens and fl ashing lights. I 

thought to myself, this cannot and must never happen 
to us and we have to do all that we can to prevent 

such an attack from ever happening. I felt a 

strong sense of purpose for being in the RSAF, wearing the 
uniform and knowing that I have an important role to play in 
safeguarding our country.

My 9/11 experience taught me that we cannot take our 
peace and stability for granted and that we must take our 
training seriously. We have to train hard and should always 
set high standards for our people. We must engage our 
people so that they can fi nd a deeper meaning and a sense 
of purpose in what they do so that they will understand why 
they are doing it. 

so that they can find a deeper meaning and a sense of purpose in what they do.”

▲ ME4 Joseph Pereira receiving the AOSX Badge from CAF, MG Ng 
Chee Meng
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Visits by USAF, RAAF and FAF

RTAF Chief’s Farewell Visit

Commander-in-Chief of the Royal Thai Air Force 
(RTAF), Air Chief Marshal (ACM) Itthaporn Subhawong, 
conducted his farewell visit to Singapore from 16 to 
18 Aug 12. During his visit, he called on Minister for 
Defence, Dr Ng Eng Hen; CDF, LG Neo Kian Hong; and 
CAF, MG Ng Chee Meng.

ACM Itthaporn’s visit underscores the close and 
long-standing defence ties between Singapore and 
Thailand. Both countries’ air forces interact regularly 
through bilateral and multilateral exercises as well as 
professional exchanges. Dr Ng presenting a plaque of appreciation to ACM ltthaporn

Philippines’ Defence Attaché’s 
Farewell Call on COS-AS
On 26 Jul 12, the outgoing Philippines’ Defence 
Attaché (DA), CAPT Kenneth Paglinawan, conducted 
his farewell call on COS-AS, BG Wong Huat Sern. 
The incoming Philippines’ DA, COL Diosdado Carreon, 
was also present at the call.

BG Wong presenting a commemorative plaque to CAPT Paglinawan

COL Webb from Luke Air Force Base presenting a 

commemorative plaque to MG Ng
WGCDR Turner from RAAF Base Pearce presenting a 

commemorative plaque to MG Ng

COL Gouaichault from Cazaux Air Base with 

MG Ng

Delegations from the United States Air Force’s (USAF) Mountain Home 
Air Force Base, Luke Air Force Base, and the Peace Vanguard AH-64 
Apache attack helicopter detachment located respectively in Idaho 
and Arizona, as well as delegations from the French Air Force’s Cazaux 
Air Base in Cazaux, France, and Royal Australian Air Force (RAAF) Base 
Pearce in Pearce, Australia, visited Singapore from 6 to 8 Aug 12. 

The RSAF operates various training detachments at these locations 
for the F-15SG and F-16C/D fi ghter aircraft, the PC-21 trainer aircraft 
and A4-SU Super Skyhawk advanced jet trainer, as well as the Apache 
attack helicopters. During their visits, the delegations called on CAF, 
MG Ng Chee Meng.

PC V

130 SQN150 SQNPC II

COL Short from Mountain Home Air Force Base 

presenting MG Ng with a token of appreciation
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Vietnamese Defence Attaché’s Farewell Call 
on COS-AS
On 18 Sep 12, outgoing Vietnamese Defence Attaché (DA), 
SNR COL Nguyen Van Hai, conducted his farewell call on 
COS-AS, BG Wong Huat Sern. Incoming Vietnamese DA, SNR 
COL Truong Dien Bien, was also present at the call.

TNI AU Visits RSAF
A delegation from the TNI AU, led by Air Vice Marshal (AVM), Bagus 
Puruhito, visited Singapore from 16 to 18 Jul 12.

During the visit, AVM Bagus called on COS-AS, BG Wong Huat 
Sern. The delegation also visited the Air Force Museum and 
145 SQN, where they learnt more about the RSAF’s history and 
operations.

The visit is testament to the close bilateral relations between the 
RSAF and the TNI AU.

RAAF’s Chief of Air Force Visits 130 SQN
The Chief of Air Force of the Royal Australian Air Force (RAAF), 
Air Marshal (AM) Geoff Brown, visited 130 SQN on 6 Sep 12. 
Hosted by LTC Eric Wee, CO 130 SQN, AM Brown was given 
an introductory tour of the detachment and presented with 
an overview of the training systems. AM Brown also visited the 
PC-21 Flight Simulator Centre, where he had the opportunity 
to try out the fl ight simulator.

4th PACAF-RSAF Dialogue

A delegation from the Pacifi c Air Forces (PACAF) visited 
Singapore from 26 to 27 Jul 12 for the 4th PACAF-RSAF Dialogue 
(PRD). Led by Director Operations, Plans, Requirements and 
Programs, HQ PACAF, MG Russell Handy, the delegation also 
called on COS-AS, BG Wong Huat Sern. As part of the 
programme, the PACAF delegates visited the Changi Command  
and Control Centre and the Flight Simulator Centre to gain 
a better understanding of the RSAF’s training and operations.

First held in 2007, the PRD serves to foster professional 
exchanges and operational collaboration between the two air 
forces. 

BG Wong presenting a commemorative plaque to SNR COL Nguyen 

Van Hai

AVM Bagus receiving a commemorative plaque from BG Wong

A commemorative photo of the RSAF and PACAF delegates

LTC Wee presenting a token of appreciation to AM Brown
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GPC-DFA Visits AFTC

On 14 Sep 12, members of the Government 
Parliamentary Committee for Defence and Foreign 
Affairs (GPC-DFA) visited Air Force Training Command 
(AFTC). Hosted by Senior Parliamentary Secretary 
(Defence and National Development), Dr Mohamed 
Maliki Bin Osman, the visit was attended by Chairman 
GPC-DFA, Dr Lim Wee Kiak; Dy Chairman GPC-DFA, 
Ms Ellen Lee; and other members of GPC-DFA.

Following a brief on the RSAF and AFTC by COMD 
AFTC, COL Lim Kok Siong, GPC-DFA members 
visited the Radar and Tower Simulator as well as 
the Flight Simulator Centre. The visit provided GPC-
DFA members with a better understanding of how 
the RSAF harnesses simulator technology for our 
training. It is one of the regular activities organised 
to update GPC-DFA members on the developments 
in the RSAF.

PSC Visits TAB

Members of the Public Service Commission (PSC), 
led by its Chairman, Mr Eddie Teo, visited Tengah Air 
Base (TAB) on 23 Aug 12. 

Hosted by Permanent Secretary (Defence), Mr Chiang 
Chie Foo, the visit was also attended by CDF, LG Neo 
Kian Hong; CAF, MG Ng Chee Meng; and other senior 
offi cers from MINDEF/SAF.

Following a brief on the 3rd Generation RSAF’s 
transformation efforts, the PSC members took 
a familiarisation fl ight on board the Super Puma 
helicopters. They also viewed a static display of the 
RSAF’s latest aircraft and weapon systems, such 
as the F-15SG, G550-AEW, S-70B Naval Helicopter, 
Heron 1 Unmanned Aerial Vehicle, and Surface-to-air 
PYthon-5 and DERby (SPYDER) Ground-Based Air 
Defence (GBAD) system. The visit concluded with an 
interaction session between the PSC members and 
the MINDEF/SAF principals.

Mr Teo in the cockpit of an F-15SG

The SAF Seminar, themed “Training Transformation 
in the 3rd Generation RSAF”, was organised by Air 
Training Department and Air Force Training Command 
(AFTC) at the AFTC auditorium on 27 Aug 12.

During the seminar, senior SAF offi cers were updated 
on the RSAF’s training transformation efforts, and 
how the RSAF has leveraged on advanced training 
technologies and pedagogies to enhance our training. 
The seminar also highlighted the role of AFTC in 
leading and sustaining training transformation efforts 
for the 3rd Generation RSAF, and included a Question-
and-Answer session with CDF, LG Neo Kian Hong; 
CAF, MG Ng Chee Meng; and senior RSAF offi cers.

SAF Seminar

LG Neo trying out the Virtual Reality Maintenance Simulator

Dr Lim trying out a fl ight simulator
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LG Neo interacting with PV personnel LG Neo and PC V personnel in front of an F-15SG

LG Neo with 150 SQN personnel and their family members

CDF Visits RSAF Units

On 5 Sep 12, CDF, LG Neo Kian Hong, visited 150 

SQN at Cazaux Air Base in France. Hosted by Cazaux 

Base COMD, COL Thierry Gouaichault, LG Neo was 

given an aerial orientation of Cazaux Air Base on 

board an FAF AS330 helicopter. During his visit, 

LG Neo was updated by LTC Des-mon Poon, CO 150 

SQN, on the SQN’s operations and achievements, 

as well as the transition to the new M-346 advanced 

trainer aircraft. After touring the detachment 

premises, LG Neo also interacted with 150 SQN 

personnel and their families to understand how they 

have adapted to life overseas.

LG Neo also visited the Peace Vanguard (PV) 

detachment at Silverbell Army Heliport, Marana, 

Arizona, on 24 Sep 12.  Hosted by LTC Wan Yoke 

Sing, PV Detachment COMD, LG Neo visited the 

detachment’s facilities and was briefed on its training 

programme. During the visit, LG Neo held a dialogue 

session with the detachment’s personnel, where he 

shared his perspectives on the importance of RSAF’s 

overseas detachments in contributing to national 

defence.

On 25 Sep 12, LG Neo visited the Peace Carvin V (PC 

V) detachment in Mountain Home Air Force Base, 

Idaho, USA. Hosted by LTC Linus Tan, the Senior RSAF 

Offi cer of PC V, and Lt Col Michael Quintini, COMD 

428th Fighter Squadron, LG Neo was briefed on 

the operations of the detachment. As part of the 

visit, LG Neo also took a familiarisation fl ight on an 

F-15SG fi ghter aircraft. 

After the fl ight, LG Neo held a dialogue session 

with PC V personnel. The session provided an 

opportunity for the detachment personnel to share 

their experiences in PC V. 
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AOD

Engaging Our Airmen: CAF visits HQ RSAF Departments and SQNs
Over the past quarter, CAF, MG Ng Chee Meng, held 
interaction sessions with Air Plans Department (APD), 
Air Operations Department (AOD), Air Training 
Department (ATD), Air Force Inspectorate (AFI), and Air 
Manpower Department (AMD). In the same period, he 
also visited Air Logistics Group – Fixed Wing 1 (ALG-
FW1), Air Force Medical Service (AFMS) and 144 SQN. 

APD

AMD

ATD & AFI

To engage our committed airmen, MG Ng held 
dialogue sessions to address concerns from the 
ground. Through the lively dialogue exchanges, 
MG Ng gathered feedback from RSAF personnel and 
discussed pertinent work-related issues. He also 
encouraged our airmen to continue doing their best 
for the RSAF. 
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ALG-FW1 AFMS

144 SQN

MG Ng presenting the CARDINAL award to HAFI, COL Aw Kwee Siong

MG Ng delivering his opening address

CAF Quarterly Safety Forum cum Commanders’ Call

Safety is a core value of the RSAF. Building on the 
strong safety culture in the RSAF, the CAF Quarterly 
Safety Forum cum Commanders’ Call was held at 
Changi Air Base (West) on 31 Jul 12. The event was 
jointly organised by Air Force Inspectorate (AFI) and 
Air Manpower Department. 

The CAF Quarterly Safety Forum aimed to promote 
awareness and foster a strong safety culture in the 
RSAF. Head AFI, COL Aw Kwee Siong, began the 
forum by updating the participants on developments 
in aviation safety as well as detailed safety statistics 
from the past quarter. This session underscored the 
importance of strong fundamentals and of refi ning 

work processes in working towards an accident-free 
environment.

Following the forum, the Commanders’ Call was held 
at the same venue. During the session, CAF, MG Ng 
Chee Meng, emphasised CARDINAL as a command 
responsibility for all RSAF personnel. He also 
elaborated on the importance of creating a strong 
culture in the RSAF with positive work experiences 
for an engaged, committed air force that is vital for 
achieving mission success. 

MG Ng also presented the CAF NE Excellence 
Awards and the CARDINAL Awards, among others, 
to the respective Commands and SQNs. The event 
concluded with a dialogue between CAF and the 
senior commanders.

While visiting the SQNs, MG Ng toured the SQNs’ 
premises for a fi rsthand look at their day-to-day 
operations and facilities. These visits gave MG Ng 
an in-depth understanding of the latest developments 
and operations in the individual SQNs. 

During his visits, MG Ng also expressed his 
appreciation for the dedication and commitment of 
RSAF personnel in contributing to the defence of our 
nation.
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CAF’s Dialogue Session with Dunman High School Students

MG Ng engaging students after the dialogue session

National Education (NE) is about engaging the hearts 

and minds of Singaporeans in developing a shared 

sense of nationhood, and is integral to nation building 

in Singapore. As part of an NE programme to engage 

our youths, CAF, MG Ng Chee Meng, conducted a 

dialogue session with students from Dunman High 

School on 19 Jul 12. 

Hosted by the Vice Principal, Mr Gan Eng Chuo, 

MG Ng was given a brief introduction on the school’s 

heritage and achievements. MG Ng then engaged 

the school’s cohort of Year 5 students in a lively 

dialogue session. During the session, he shared 

with them on the importance of National Service and 

the RSAF’s daily operations, as well as answered 

a variety of questions from the students regarding 

topics such as the RSAF’s latest platform 

acquisitions, and his vision for the RSAF. Displaying 

a keen interest in recent defence news, the students 

also sought MG Ng’s opinions on developments 

such as the Heron 1 Unmanned Aerial Vehicle’s 

inauguration into 119 SQN. Through the dialogue 

session, the students gained a better understanding 

of the RSAF’s vital roles in protecting Singapore’s 

airspace.

Participation Command (PC) celebrated its 5th 

anniversary with two meaningful events - the PC 

Challenge on 24 Aug 12 at SAFRA Yishun, and its 

inaugural Dining-In on 7 Sep 12 at The Chevrons. 

Both events sought to celebrate the achievements of 

PC, recognise the contributions of its men and 

women, and strengthen the bonds among various 

groups within the Command.  

For the PC Challenge, the participants came together 

to compete and enjoy a day of games, including 

rock climbing, adventure race, pool tele-match, 

shooting and bowling. Eventually, Helicopter Group 

emerged victorious as the winner of the PC Challenge 

Trophy. Various awards were also given out on that 

day, such as the Cardinal Awards (Individual and 

Unit), Command Best Airman, NSman of the Year, 

NSF (Full-Time National Serviceman) of the Year, 

and RSAF National Education Awards.

PC 5th Anniversary 

The second part of the celebration was the formal 

Dining-In, where COMD PC, COL Yeo Yee Peng, 

unveiled the new Command Patch and launched the 

Commander’s Coin. COL Yeo also launched the PC 

Corporate Video, which featured the contributions 

and achievements of the various groups in PC over 

the past fi ve years.

COL Yeo sharing a toast with senior PC offi cers
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PLAB’s Participation in Community Outreach Programmes

SSPP Visit to PLAB by Singapore Polytechnic

Paya Lebar Air Base (PLAB) participated in three 

Community Outreach Programmes in Punggol and 

Geylang Serai over the past quarter.

At the events, information booths were set up for  

personnel to engage the residents so that they 

can better understand the roles of the RSAF in 

national defence. During the events held on 7 Jul 

12, 8 Jul 12 and 15 Jul 12, Members of Parliament A/P 

Fatimah Lateef (MP); Mr Michael Palmer (PE); and 

Ms Penny Low (PR-P) visited the RSAF’s booths as 

well as interacted with the public.

“I would like to thank the RSAF for coming down today,” 

shared Mr Raymond Lye, Punggol East Citizens’ 

Consultative Committee Chairman. “We appreciate 

and applaud the RSAF’s efforts in partnering us to 

reach out to the community leaders and residents. 

The SAF-Schools Partnership Programme (SSPP) 

is an ongoing initiative to engage the youths in 

Singapore and raise awareness on the RSAF’s roles 

in defending our nation.

COL Foo Yang Ge, COMD PLAB, interacting with residents at the event

I have received positive feedback from the residents 

that they enjoyed the interaction sessions and have 

learnt a lot more about the RSAF.”

As part of SSSP, Paya Lebar Air Base (PLAB) hosted 

114 students and lecturers from Singapore Polytechnic 

(SP) on 20 Jul 12. During the visit, the students 

viewed static displays of RSAF aircraft, and visited 

the Flight Simulator Centre and work centres 

in Air Logistics Group - Fixed Wing 1. RSAF 

personnel were on hand to engage the students and 

lecturers, as well as to share their work experiences 

and knowledge.  

Earlier in the year, the RSAF also hosted Tampines 

Junior College and Yishun Junior College under this 

initiative. Through these events, students were able 

to gain a better understanding of the RSAF’s daily 

operations and gain greater insight into the critical 

roles that the RSAF plays in protecting our nation’s 

airspace. 

An SP student trying out one of the devices used for aircraft maintenance
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45 Newly Minted Offi cers Join the RSAF

On 15 Jul 12, 45 offi cer cadets from the RSAF joined 
387 other offi cer cadets across the SAF at SAFTI 
Military Institute, to mark the successful completion of 
their Offi cer Cadet Course (OCC). The commissioning 
parade was reviewed by Minister for Trade and 
Industry, Mr Lim Hng Kiang.

For these offi cer cadets, the parade is a symbol of 
accomplishment, each having undergone 38 weeks of 
rigorous training to hone their combat and leadership 
skills.

Coming up top of their respective courses were 
OCT Law Chang Siang from the AWO [Ground-
Based Air Defence (GBAD)] course and OCT Toh 
Zhi Yang from the 9th AWO [C3 (Radar)] course. 
Both were also recipients of the prestigious Sword-of-
Honour. 

For OCT Law, the award came as a pleasant surprise. 
“I was not the most physically fi t, nor was I the most 
knowledgeable amongst my course mates,” he said. 
“I just told myself to put in my very best in all that I do.”

Also doing the RSAF proud was OCT Nigel Lim, the 
parade commander of the ceremony. “Practice, and 
drinking lots of honey,” he shared, when asked how 

On 20 Sep 12, 75 graduates received their certifi cates, 
vocational badges and ceremonial swords from 
CAF, MG Ng Chee Meng, at the RSAF Combined 
Graduation Ceremony (RCGC) held at Air Force 
Museum. MG Ng also presented awards to the Best 
Trainees of their respective courses.

OCT Law receiving the Sword-of-Honour from Mr Lim

MG Ng with the Best Trainees

RCGC/RGDI 03/12

he prepared himself for the parade. “It’s defi nitely 
a huge honour, and I’m proud to represent the RSAF 
in this signifi cant role.” 

In his speech at the parade, Mr Lim congratulated the 
newly commissioned offi cers and encouraged them 
to lead by example. “Be their guide, friend and 
mentor,” he advised. “By doing so, you will win over 
their hearts and minds and they will follow you 
whole-heartedly through the toughest of times.”

OCT Chua Li Young, Best Trainee from the 27th UAV 
Wings Course, attributed his success to his role 
model and Offi cer Commanding, MAJ Darren Tay. 
“Whenever I required guidance or needed any 
clarifi cation, I would approach him. It was not just 
about fl ying, but also about things like conduct, and 
how to overcome obstacles that I faced. He was 
always ready to assist me, and to guide me along.”

Best Trainee from the 10th AWO (Ground-Based Air 
Defence) Course, OCT Surein Sandrasageran, was 
largely motivated by his younger brother, who was 
the Best Trainee from the 9th AWO Course. “It’s healthy 
competition,” he shared. “Hearing his experiences 
really helped me and sparked off ideas on how I 
could overcome my challenges as well.”

After the symbolic mixing of the Air Force Spirits, led 
by COL Pek Hong Hwa, COMD Flying Training Institute, 
the RSAF Graduation Dining-In (RGDI) was held 
at Paya Lebar Offi cers’ Mess after the RCGC.
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C3 School Attains Finalist Spot in CDF NE Excellence Award

Held on 23 Jul 12 at SAFTI Military Institute, this year’s 

Chief of Defence Force (CDF) National Education (NE) 

Excellence Award Presentation Ceremony spelt sweet 

success for LTC Muralidharan, COMD Command, 

Control, Communication (C3) School. For the fi rst time, 

C3 School was one of the few selected fi nalists for the 

prestigious award.

“Achieving this award for the fi rst time serves as a 

meaningful affi rmation of our efforts,” LTC Muralidharan 

enthused. “It is like a ‘pat on the back’ for the different 

NE programmes and activities implemented by the 

C3 School.”

The CDF NE Award is the pinnacle of the SAF NE Awards 

and is awarded to SAF units which have gone the 

extra mile in furthering National Education among their 

servicemen.

LG Neo presenting the award to LTC Muralidharan

RSAF Shines at CDF Essay Competition 2012

The Chief of Defence Force (CDF) Essay Competition 

2012 Prize Presentation Ceremony was held on 

27 Aug 12 at the Air Force Training Command 

auditorium. Out of the 244 essays submitted, the 

top 20 essays were recognised at the ceremony. 

Of these, RSAF airmen clinched nine awards - one 

Second Prize, three Commendation and fi ve Merit 

Awards.

CDF, LG Neo Kian Hong, presented the prizes to the 

winners at the ceremony, among them CPT Lee Hsiang 

Wei from 126 SQN who won Second Prize.

CPT John Samuel, who wrote an essay on the Arab 

Spring and its impact, was one of the Merit award 

winners. “I explored how the Arab Spring has shaped 

the domestic political arena in Arab states, how regional 

power balances and key geostrategic concerns such 

as the Arab-Israeli confl ict have been affected, as well 

as its wider implications on international politics.”
LG Neo presenting a Commendation Award to CPT Samuel

The CDF Essay Competition was started in the spirit of 

fostering lively and collaborative discussion amongst 

SAF and DSTA personnel on military issues. It also 

encourages research and refl ection on professional 

and personal development, as well as for military 

personnel to share their knowledge, ideas and opinions 

through their essays.
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COMD ADG COC

The command of Air Defence Group (ADG) was 
handed over from COL Chia Chien Wei to SLTC Simon 
Lee at a Change-of-Command Parade held at Chong 
Pang Camp on 24 Sep 12. The parade was witnessed 
by COMD Air Defence and Operations Command 
(ADOC), COL Mervyn Tan.

Outgoing COMD ADG, COL Chia, was awarded the 
Local Traning Award in 1991 and upon his graduation 
in 1995, he served as a staff offi cer in HQ Air Defence 
Brigade. Since then, he has held various command 
and staff appointments in 163 SQN, 165 SQN and 
Air Plans Department, before assuming command 
of ADG on 23 Oct 09.

Incoming COMD ADG, SLTC Lee, was awarded the 
SAF Merit Scholarship in 1995 and upon his graduation 

in 1999, he served as a Fire Unit Commander and 
Dy Offi cer Commanding in 163 SQN. Prior to his 
appointment as COMD ADG, SLTC Lee served as 
CO 163 SQN amongst other key staff appointments 
in HQ RSAF.

Awards & Ceremonies34

COL Chia handing over the Command Symbol to SLTC Lee

The 2nd Air Force Advanced Course (AFAC) was 
conducted from 25 Jun to 27 Jul 12 at Air Force 
Offi cers’ Advanced School in SAFTI Military Institute. 
CAF, MG Ng Chee Meng, graced the end-of-course 
ceremony, which saw 24 RSAF offi cers and senior 
Military Experts (MEs) graduating from the course. 
The distinguished graduates of the course were 
MAJ Chia Zhi Ming from Air Operations Department  
(AOD) and ME5 Chua Zhong Wang from HQ Air 
Power Generation Command.

MAJ Benjamin Ng from AOD was the top graduate 
of the fi ve-week course. Sharing his thoughts on 
topping his cohort, he said, “I feel very elated to have 
done well in this course. As my coursemates were 

MG Ng presenting the Top Graduate award to MAJ Ng A commemorative photo of MG Ng with the AFAC graduates

2nd Air Force Advanced Course

from different backgrounds and had different 
experiences, the sharing sessions during the course 
gave me better insights into how the various parts of 
the RSAF function together to achieve overall mission 
success.”

MAJ Ng also shared on his secret to success. 
“I would take some time before I go to bed each day
to look at the next day’s lecture schedule and write 
down questions I had regarding each lesson,” he said. 
“By doing this, I was able to understand each lecture 
better and was always ready to clarify my doubts 
with the lecturers. Overall, I am now refreshed 
and recharged; equipped with better knowledge, I 
look forward to contributing more in my area of work.”
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M-346 Roll-out Ceremony 

BG Wong receiving a memento from Mr Giordo

BG Wong with consortium representatives in front of the M-346

RSAF Ad Scores at SPH iink Awards 

On 17 Aug 12, the RSAF clinched Gold with their 

recruitment advertisement “Dreams - Air Defence 

Systems Specialist” in the 8th Singapore Press 

Holdings iink Awards. 

The ad topped the “Print Classifi ed/Recruitment/Notice” 

category, and, along with two other advertisements, 

“Dreams - Pilot” and “Dreams - Air Force Engineer”, 

also won a Reader’s Choice accolade, as voted by 

members of the public. The awards underscore the 

popularity of the overall RSAF advertising campaign.
Representatives from Air Force Recruitment Centre, DDB Worldwide Pte Ltd and 

OMD Singapore Pte Ltd at the awards ceremony

On 7 Aug 12, the RSAF’s fi rst M-346 advanced trainer 

aircraft was rolled-out at a ceremony offi ciated by 

COS-AS, BG Wong Huat Sern, in Venegono Superiore, 

Italy. Mr Chang Cheow Teck, President of Singapore 

Technologies (ST) Aerospace; Mr Giuseppe Giordo, 

CEO of Alenia Aermacchi; as well as senior RSAF 

offi cers and representatives from ST Aerospace, 

Alenia Aermacchi and Boeing were also present. 

In 2010, a consortium led by ST Aerospace was 

awarded a Public-Private Partnership contract to 

provide the RSAF with 12 M-346 advanced trainer 

aircraft and a ground-based training system.

The roll-out of the fi rst M-346 represents a key 

milestone in the RSAF’s Advanced Jet Trainer 

replacement programme to replace the A-4SU Super 

Skyhawk. The M-346 closely replicates the fl ight 

performance and avionics of advanced modern-

day fi ghter aircraft. It will greatly enhance the RSAF’s 

quality of training and prepare fi ghter aircrew for their 

roles in the operational SQNs.
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26th TSWC Top Graduates

To safeguard our nation’s airspace, the RSAF employs 

state-of-the-art technology and equipment that 

enable us to be a highly responsive force, capable of 

handling a full spectrum of operations from peace 

to war. But perhaps more importantly, it is the 

professionalism and dedication of our people which 

have been integral to our transformation into the 

3rd Generation RSAF.

At the 26th Tri-Service Warfi ghter Course (TSWC) 

held from 30 Jul to 29 Aug 12, three of our very own 

did the RSAF proud. ME4 Leong Kwang Ee, CPT 

John Samuel and ME4 Wong Kian Yee emerged as 

distinguished graduates of the course, with ME4 

Leong being the top graduate. 

“It’s an honour and privilege to be recognised,” shared 

ME4 Leong, an Air Force Engineer (AFE) from Air 

Engineering and Logistics SQN - Air Defence and 

Operations Command. “During the course, we were 

given the opportunity to learn from our Army and 

Navy counterparts, allowing us to have a better 

understanding of the SAF as a whole and how we 

work together as an integrated fi ghting force.” 

“Being an engineer by training, I am not as familiar 

with the strategic environment and national security 

issues,” he added, when asked about challenges 

he faced during the course. “It was a steep learning 

curve but I have developed new perspectives of the 

SAF’s importance in contributing to the peace and 

stability of our nation.”

For CPT John Samuel, an Unmanned Aerial Vehicle 

pilot currently serving his staff tour in HQ RSAF, 

his course instructor played an indispensable role 

in imparting meaningful lessons and experiences 

during the course. “It was great to have LTC (RET) 

Mohana Dass as our instructor,” he said. “He 

has a wealth of experience and a great heart for 

developing leaders in the SAF.”

Developing Our People36

CPT Samuel, ME4 Leong and ME4 Wong

036-038-Awards & Ceremonies.indd   36 20/11/12   1:05 PM



ME4 Wong, an AFE from Air Engineering and 

Logistics Department, emphasised the instrumental 

role of his coursemates in his achievements. “The 

bonding we had as a group was one of the many 

memorable aspects of the course,” he shared. 

“I had a group of fantastic group mates. We 

worked really well together as a team and helped 

each other along the way during the course.”

“An in-depth understanding of Singapore’s strategic 

environment is integral to our work in the RSAF,” he 

added. “Hence, I was looking forward particularly 

to this course as it would provide me with a deeper 

understanding in this area.”

For the three outstanding TSWC graduates, the 

takeaways from the course were invaluable and will 

put them in good stead for their careers in the SAF. 

“It is very important 
to keep our people committed 
to the SAF and know that the 
peace we enjoy today cannot 

and should not be taken 
for granted.” 

- ME4 Leong

“It was very memorable,” CPT Samuel shared, summing 

up his experience. “Getting to know people from 

other vocations and Services, and hearing their 

insights and experiences, defi nitely helped me grow 

my military professionalism. Courses like these 

show that people development is at the heart of the 

success of the SAF.”

Developing Our People 37

Our Committed Airmen: 3SG (NS) Chay Xuan Chong and CFC Wong Zeng An

National Service (NS) is the cornerstone 

of our nation’s defence. For every 

Singaporean son, the experience 

engenders a unique yet common bond, 

while instilling the importance of a 

strong fi ghting force for defence and 

deterrence. As Singapore progresses, 

the commitment and dedication of our 

airmen continues to play a vital role in 

safeguarding our home and protecting 

our loved ones. 

3SG (NS) Chay Xuan Chong exemplifi es 

this spirit of commitment to NS. An Air 

Force Technician from 140 SQN, 3SG 

(NS) Chay ensures the serviceability 

of the SQN’s aircraft so that they are 

mission ready. For his exemplary service 

and stellar performance, he was recently 

presented with the NSF (Full-Time National 

Serviceman) of the Year award.

PM Lee with 3SG (NS) Chay and his family at the NS45 Commemorative Dinner
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When in service, a typical day for 3SG (NS) Chay, 

who reached his Operationally Ready Date (ORD) 

on 1 Aug 12, depended on the daily fl ight schedule. It 

can begin in the wee hours of the morning or last till late 

at night. “Once work begins, we go through an intensive 

process of preparing the aircraft for the mission, 

and most of the time we thrive on the adrenaline rush 

of meeting our targets,” he shared. “When the aircraft 

takes off, we feel an immense sense of pride and 

achievement.”

For 3SG (NS) Chay, his training prepared him well 

for his role as a Dedicated Crew Chief. “As I was going 

through training, I tried to cultivate and adjust my 

attitude and mindset to one that was ideal for my role 

as both a soldier and a technician,” he shared. “I took 

it as an honour to be entrusted with a machine of 

such intricacy and value. I would often remind myself, 

‘What if today was the day I was most needed by the 

nation?’ This helped motivate me throughout my time 

in the SQN.”

However, he was quick to point out that he did not 

win this accolade alone. “I am deeply grateful to both 

my superiors and peers,” he shared, attributing the 

award to the encouragement and guidance of those 

around him in 140 SQN. “Every single Osprey warrior 

helped mould each other’s character and attitude. 

This award is not a solo effort but the achievement of 

the team.”

Another recipient of the NSF of the Year award was  

CFC Wong Zeng An, who was recognised for his hard 

work and dedication as a Regimental Policeman in 

607 SQN. Throughout his two years of service, he was 

steadfast in ensuring the security of the base.

A strong work ethic was what CFC Wong believes 

contributed to him winning the award. “I fi rmly believe 

that whatever you do in life, your attitude towards 

the situation or duty really determines your altitude,” 

he shared. “That’s why I believe in putting in my best 

for everything I do.”

CFC Wong’s father, Mr Wong Tai Sern, took time 

off from his overseas work in Shanghai to attend the 

awards presentation ceremony. As a former regular 

serviceman, he believes strongly in the importance of 

NS for our nation’s defence. “I was very proud that 

he received the award,” shared Mr Wong. “I felt it was a 

great honour, and I defi nitely had to take time off to come 

back and support my son.”

CFC Wong also shared that it was his father’s good 

example which inspired his own exemplary conduct. 

“I learnt from him the importance of paying attention 

to the little things,” he shared. “Because it is the little 

things, like clearing the trash or doing area cleaning, 

even when no one is watching, which makes you 

a team player who truly wants to do your part and 

contribute to the team.”

3SG (NS) Chay and CFC Wong are servicemen who 

play active and vital roles in safeguarding Singapore’s 

peace and security. They are excellent role models 

who attest to the integral role of NS in our nation’s 

defence, and in helping to keep our skies safe.

CFC Wong with his parents at the NS45 Commemorative Dinner
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Changes In Appointments 39

Changes in Appointments (Aug 2012 – Oct 2012)

COMD ADG
Date: 24 Sep 12
Incoming: SLTC Lee Wee Chek, Simon
Outgoing: COL Chia Chien Wei

COMD AETI SCH
Date: 12 Oct 12
Incoming: ME6 Chung Swee Hiang
Outgoing: ME6 Derek Tan Chee Hiang

CO 111 SQN 
Date: 21 Sep 12
Incoming: LTC Brandon Sim Hsien Mong
Outgoing: SLTC Leong Chun Siu

CO 203 SQN 
Date: 12 Oct 12
Incoming: LTC Yeo Tze Kuan, Amos
Outgoing: LTC Chen Boon Chong

CWO HQ FTR-GP
Date: 13 Sep 12
Incoming: ME4 Shee Meng Yong

CWO 111 SQN
Date: 1 Sep 12
Incoming: ME3 Eric Yeo Eng Koon
Outgoing: ME3 Dominic Joseph Morais

CWO 140 SQN
Date: 8 Sep 12
Incoming: ME3 Yeo See Liang
Outgoing: ME3 Chia Loy Ngee

CWO 808 SQN
Date: 13 Sep 12
Incoming: ME4 Choo Ban Chuan

CWO PC II 
Date: 22 Sep 12
Incoming: ME3 Chia Loy Ngee
Outgoing: ME3 Chiang Sung Meng

Contributed by: Air Manpower Department
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