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Pilots sharing a lighter 
moment after their training 
fl ights

Sharpening

Edge
Every year, the RSAF conducts various local exercises to hone our airmen’s skills and competencies. Such local training 
is important because they provide realistic training opportunities and serve to develop the participants’ skills so that RSAF 
airmen will be ready to defend Singapore in times of need. Three such Command-level exercises were held between Jan and 
Feb 2012.

The Air Combat Command (ACC) organised a competition 
from 29 Jan to 6 Feb 12 amongst the RSAF’s fi ghter SQNs. 
Besides creating a competitive atmosphere to spur all ACC 
personnel to achieve greater heights, it also aimed to foster 
camaraderie amongst the various SQNs and personnel 
within ACC.

On the importance of this exercise, LTC Nalpon 
Patrick Selvan, S3 Fighter Group, highlighted, “The 

scope of this year’s exercise was 
expanded beyond basic weaponry 

skills to emphasise on tactical 

excellence in both air-to-air and air-to-ground domains, 
as well as aircraft maintenance and the arming of weapon 
systems.”

CAF, MG Ng Chee Meng, visited Fighter Group at Tengah 
Air Base during the exercise on 1 Feb 12. As part of his visit, 
MG Ng fl ew the F-5 S/T fi ghter aircraft in an air-to-air combat 
scenario. He concluded his visit with a dialogue session with 
FG personnel, encouraging them to do their best during the 
exercise. 

Over the course of the exercise, 140 SQN clinched the Best 
Overall SQN award.

G
f
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Story by 
Joshua Lok
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The Unmanned Aerial Vehicle (UAV) Command (UC) organised 
its own exercise from 30 Jan to 8 Feb 12. This exercise saw 
UAV operators and Air Force Engineers showcase their skills 
in fl ying, and in conducting pre-fl ight checks on the UAVs. The 
exercise, which was conducted in the form of a competition 
within UC, involved quizzes on the participants’ systems 
knowledge, simulator fl ying, and live fl ying skills.

This year’s exercise also saw 116 SQN, which operates the 
Hermes-450 (H-450) UAV, participating for the very fi rst time. 

A H-450 UAV taking off 
during one of the exercises

Exercise participants 
from UC refuelling the 

Searcher UAV

Ground crew preparing the aircraft 
for take-off during the ACC exercise

In their inaugural participation, 116 SQN emerged with the 
Best SQN award during the exercise.

MAJ Goh Bok Sing, Dy CO 128 SQN, shared, “We’re pleased to 
see the fi rst participation of 116 SQN, as well as Operationally 
Ready National Servicemen (NSmen) and Full-Time National 
Servicemen (NSFs) from 128 SQN and ALS UC. I think that 
this exercise has spurred UC personnel on to work harder 
and achieve even more for the RSAF.”

5
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Air Force Engineers 
repairing the runway

The Air Power Generation Command (APGC) also conducted 
an exercise across all the air bases in the RSAF from 27 Jan 
to 8 Feb 12. A total of 92 teams took part in six broad areas of 
competition – Force Protection, Platform Operability, Launch 
and Recovery, Ground Logistics, Operational Engineering, 
and Operational Maintenance. Sembawang Air Base 
emerged as the overall winner in this exercise and won the 
coveted Exercise Champion award.

On the value of this exercise, MAJ Chiong Seow Mun, CO 
608 SQN, said, “As APGC is the Command with the largest 
number of people in the RSAF, we’re not only expected to 
be competent in our duties in our respective SQNs, but also 
at the base level as a whole. This exercise is most useful 
in allowing us to achieve a higher level of cross-functional 
operational effectiveness.”

An Air Force 
Engineer checking 
the Apache attack 
helicopter during 

the APGC exercise

Security troopers 
participating in the 
Force Protection 
segment of the 
APGC exercise

6
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8 Feb 12 marked the end of all the 
exercises and a Combined Closing 
Ceremony was held to mark the 
occasion. Guest-of-Honour, MG 
Ng, presented all the awards for 
the three exercises to the winning 
SQNs and personnel. 

ME6 Stewart Ng, Dy COMD 
Sembawang Air Base (SBAB) 
and Organising Chairman for the 
Combined Awards Presentation and 
Closing Ceremony, commented, “The 
scenarios this year challenged all the 
participants to execute missions in 
realistic and operational conditions. 
Besides assessing their skills at the 
individual level, the exercise also 
tested the participants’ teamwork 
and knowledge. We have witnessed 
the professionalism, tenacity,  and  
fi ghting spirit in all our participants. 
I am sure that every one of us will be 
able to contribute greatly towards 
achieving mission success for the 
RSAF.”

MG Ng presenting the 
Exercise Champion 
award to ME7 Francis 
Cheong, COMD SBAB

MG Ng interacting 
with Fighter Group 
personnel during 
his visit

F-16D Blk 52+ fi ghter 
aircraft returning 
from a sortie

7
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Held annually, EX Cope Tiger is a tri-lateral exercise 
between the RSAF, the Royal Thai Air Force (RTAF), and 
the United States Air Force (USAF). Inaugurated in 1995, 
this year’s exercise is the 18th edition in the series.

The Opening Ceremony for EX Cope Tiger 12 was held at 
Paya Lebar Air Base on 16 Dec 11. It was offi ciated by CAF, 
MG Ng Chee Meng; Commander-in-Chief, RTAF, Air Chief 
Marshall (ACM) Itthaporn Subhawong; and Mobilisation 
Assistant to Commander Pacifi c Air Forces (PACAF), MG Jon 
Shasteen. 

Before the opening ceremony, fi ve senior RTAF offi cers were 
presented with the RSAF Honorary Wings for their signifi cant 

contributions in promoting closer bilateral ties between the 
RSAF and the RTAF. These senior RTAF offi cers were Air 
Chief Marshal (ACM) Derek Promprayoon, Air Marshal (AM) 
Krissana Nimwattana, AM Choocheep Phaewsomboon, Air 
Vice Marshal (AVM) Suttipong Inseeyong, and Group CPT 
Chalermvong Keeranond.

The Flying Training Exercise (FTX) for EX Cope Tiger 12 
was conducted from 12 to 23 March 12 at Korat Air Base in 
Thailand. This year’s exercise saw the deployment of 93 
aircraft, 34 Ground-Based Air Defence (GBAD) systems, and 
more than 2,000 personnel from the three participating air 
forces. 

CopeCope

TigerTigerT
Story by 
Alvan Tay
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A member of the RSAF’s 
ground crew marshalling the 
F-16D Blk52+ before take-off

On the value of EX Cope Tiger, the RSAF’s EX Director, 
COL Tommy Tan, shared, “Over the years, EX Cope Tiger 
has progressed steadily both in scope and complexity. 
Besides promoting mutual understanding and close ties, 
the exercise also enhances interoperability amongst the 
participating forces.”

The fi rst ever participation of the F-15SG in EX Cope Tiger 
presented many training benefi ts for the detachment 
from the RSAF. It also enhanced the training realism for all 
three participating air forces.

Refl ecting on his participation in the exercise, ME1 Wilfred 
Ying, a Flight Line Crew from 149 SQN, shared, “Our 
deployment was very demanding as we had to quickly adapt 
to the hot climate here in Thailand. However, we persevered 
and drew strength from the encouragement of our peers. 
Along the way, we also forged closer friendships with the 
RTAF and USAF personnel, who were all very friendly.”

As an Air Defence Weapon Operator from 163 SQN, CPL 
Tan Rongshun provides regular maintenance for the 
I-HAWK system, which was one of the Ground-Based Air 
Defence systems deployed in EX Cope Tiger 12. Taking part 
in an overseas exercise as a Full-Time National Serviceman 
(NSF) presented CPL Tan with a valuable learning 
opportunity. He said, “This once-in-a-lifetime experience 
has demonstrated to me how the three air forces work 
together to accomplish their tasks. It has also shown me 
that my training back in Singapore is useful in operational 
situations such as these where integration with other air 
forces is key to mission success.”

Besides the FTX, community relations projects were also 
organised at several schools on 13 and 16 Mar 12. Aimed 
at fostering good relations between the local communities 
of Korat and Chandy as well as the participating nations, 
the RSAF supported the project through the donation of 
electric fans, computers, sports equipment and stationery. 

The RSAF’s F-15SG along with the 
RTAF’s Gripen and the USAF’s F-15 

during the joint exercise

9
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The RSAF’s EX Director, COL Tan, 
handing out food to students with the 
RTAF’s and the USAF’s EX Directors

CPL Tan conducting 
routine checks on 

the I-HAWK system

MSG(NS) Chua Bong 
Chuan refuelling the 
F-16D Blk52+

CPT(Dr) Lee 
attending to 

a patient

LTC Lee Shee Wei giving a 
presentation on Singapore 
to the Thai students
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In addition, a SAF medical team, comprising a doctor, a 
dentist, medics, and dental assistants, was deployed to 
provide medical and dental services to the locals. A cultural 
exchange programme was conducted on 15 Mar 12 at 
Suradham Pitak School, where the participating personnel 
from the three air forces learnt more about one another’s 
cultures and traditions. 

CPT(Dr) Magdalene Lee, a doctor from Aeromedical Centre, 
refl ected, “Hopefully, the healthcare we have provided at the 
schools can inspire the young minds to think beyond their 
village, to study hard, and to contribute to their community’s 
developments. I hope the RSAF will continue in its medical and 
dental support activities as it is a great opportunity for us to 
do community work. Moreover, the relations and camaraderie 
which we have established here is truly invaluable.”

EX Cope Tiger 12 came to a close on 23 Mar 12 in a 
Closing Ceremony offi ciated by CAF, MG Ng Chee Meng; 
Commander-in-Chief, RTAF, Air Chief Marshall (ACM) 
Itthaporn Subhawong; and Commander of the 13th Air Force, 
USAF, LG Stanley Kresge. 

Prior to the Closing Ceremony, there was a RTAF Honorary 
Wings Investiture, and fi ve senior RSAF offi cers were 
conferred the RTAF Honorary Wings. During the investiture, 
ACM Subhawong presented the RTAF Honorary Wings to 
COMD Air Force Training Command, COL Lim Kok Siong; 
Head Air Force Inspectorate, COL Aw Kwee Siong; COMD 
Unmanned Aerial Vehicle Command, COL Tommy Tan; 
COMD Paya Lebar Air Base, SLTC Foo Yang Ge, and COMD 
Sembawang Air Base, ME7 Francis Cheong.

MG Ng, ACM Subhawong, and 
LG Kresge offi ciating at the 
closing ceremony

The RTAF’s Honorary Wings recipients 
with MG Ng and ACM Subhawong

The RSAF’s Honorary Wings recipients 
with MG Ng and ACM Subhawong
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Touted as Asia’s largest aerospace and 
aviation exhibition, Singapore Airshow 2012 
was held from 14 to 19 Feb 12 at the Changi 
Exhibition Centre (CEC). Held biennially, this 
year’s edition of the air show featured an 
expansive array of aircraft static displays, as 
well as aerial displays put up by the RSAF, the 
Royal Malaysian Air Force (RMAF), the Royal 
Australian Air Force (RAAF), and the United 
States Air Force (USAF).

On 14 Feb 12, Singapore Airshow 2012 
commenced with an offi cial opening ceremony  
jointly offi ciated by Minister for Defence, Dr Ng 
Eng Hen, and Minister for Transport, Mr Lui 
Tuck Yew. Minister of State for Defence and 
Education, Mr Lawrence Wong, and Minister of 
State for Finance and Transport, Mrs Josephine 
Teo, were also present at the ceremony.

The RSAF’s Participation

During the air show, the RSAF put up an impressive 
exhibition of its assets, including the F-15SG, F-16D Blk52+, 
Apache attack helicopter, and S-70B Naval Helicopter 
amongst other platforms. The static display also featured 
the newly acquired assets of the RSAF, namely the Heron 1 
Unmanned Aerial Vehicle (UAV), G550-AEW, and Surface-
to-air Python-5 and DERby (SPYDER). A dedicated booth 
was also set up by the RSAF for members of the public 
to learn more about its organisational structure and the 
integral role it plays in national defence.

At the RSAF’s static display site, RSAF personnel were 
present to explain to the visitors the various functions and 
capabilities of their respective platforms. Despite having 
to do so under the scorching sun throughout the six days 
for long hours on end, our people’s enthusiasm kept them 
going and their efforts were met with great appreciation 
from the public.

12
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Some breath-taking manoeuvres by the 
RSAF’s aerial display team

R.Ramesh, a visitor to the RSAF’s static displays, added, 
“Although I waited for nearly two hours to get into the 
cockpit of the F-15SG, it was defi nitely worth the wait as 
it was a rare opportunity. The RSAF personnel stationed 
at the static display site have exhibited tremendous 
patience and resilience to be standing in the sweltering 
heat for so long. They have projected a very good image 
of the RSAF.”

A perennial crowd favourite at the Singapore Airshow, 
the RSAF’s aerial display team continued to captivate the 
spectators this year with a stunning integrated display of 
the F-15SG and the F-16C fi ghter aircraft in action. 

The wealth of experience accumulated by the RSAF’s 
pilots during their local fl ying and overseas training has 
refi ned the pilots’ abilities and skills. From designing the 
manoeuvres and executing them, to writing an enthralling 
commentary, the entire aerial display put up by the RSAF 
was a result of the immense effort by the team.

On the fi rst ever participation of the F-15SG in this year’s 
integrated aerial displays, MAJ Yip Chuang Syn, the 
F-15SG aerial display pilot, said, “In a 3rd Generation 
Air Force, we are not individual elements operating 
independently. Putting up an integrated performance 
between the F-15SG and the F-16C showcases the 
combined power of both aircraft. As operational pilots, 
our training has helped us to execute the manoeuvres 
with precision so that we can deliver an exciting aerial 
display.”

During their daily work in the RSAF, ME2 Ganisen s/o 
Subramaniam and 2WO Pandykumaran managed 
to train for their roles as commentators in the 
integrated aerial displays. ME2 Ganisen shared, 
“Communication is vital in my routine as a controller, 
and I had the opportunity to work on my commentating 
skills by consciously enunciating my words during daily 
operations. Synchronising my commentary with the 
pilots’ manoeuvres real-time was a challenge which 
I worked hard to overcome during our rehearsals 
together so as to provide a thrilling experience for the 
spectators.”

Cherissa Tan, one of the many spectators at the aerial 
displays, exclaimed, “The RSAF’s aerial display was 
really impressive! My family and I loved the manoeuvres 
and they defi nitely brought out the prowess of the 
RSAF’s aircraft!”

On 17 Feb 12, Club Rainbow, a charity which provides 
comprehensive help to children suffering from chronic 
illnesses, visited the RSAF’s static displays at the 
invitation of the RSAF. Along with some volunteers, the 
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children and their families were brought around the RSAF’s 
static display site and booth where they were hosted by 
RSAF personnel, senior offi cers, and CAF, MG Ng Chee 
Meng.

CPT Xu You Xiang, an Apache attack helicopter pilot, was 
one of the RSAF’s representatives who led the children on 
their mini-tour. Refl ecting on his time spent with the children, 
CPT Xu shared, “In line with the theme of this year’s Total 
Defence campaign “It’s My Turn”, we wanted to show our 
care and reach out to the community. I had a great time with 
the children. Their positive outlooks in life really touched 
me and will serve as great sources of inspiration to me in 
future.”

The RMAF’s and RAAF’s Aerial Display Teams

Invited by the RSAF, the RMAF and RAAF also participated 
in the aerial display segments of the air show.

On 17 Feb 12, MG Ng visited the aerial display teams from 
the RMAF and RAAF to thank them for their participation in 
Singapore Airshow 2012.

SATEC

In conjunction with the air show, a series of conferences 
were held for both trade and military visitors. One 
such conference, the biennial Singapore Aerospace 
Technology & Engineering Conference (SATEC), was 
held on 13 Feb 12 at the Suntec International Convention 
and Exhibition Centre. Jointly organised by Air Logistics 
Department and the Singapore Institute of Aerospace 
Engineers, this offi cial conference of Singapore Airshow 
12 brought civilian and military counterparts together 
to promote a stronger understanding of the growing 
aerospace industry. Presentations by key organisations 
in the global aerospace industry during the conference 
featured the latest research fi ndings and advancements in 
aviation technology.

The RSAF’s static 
display at the 
airshow fairground

123 SQN personnel 
introducing the S-70B 

Naval Helicopter to the 
Club Rainbow visitors

MAJ Lee Kai Kaon, from the 
RSAF’s aerial display team, 
giving out signed posters

1414
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The RMAF’s aerial display team 
performing a manoeuvre

MG Ng meeting members of the 
RAAF’s aerial display team

The RAAF’s aerial display 
team fl ying in formation

MG Ng being presented a commemorative 
plaque by the RMAF’s aerial display team

Defence Ministers from Singapore and Malaysia linking 
arms with the Chiefs of Air Force from both countries, 
as well as members from their aerial display teams, in a 
gesture of friendship between the two nations

1515
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On 30 Sep 10, an AH-64D Apache helicopter was on a routine 
maintenance flight when it experienced dual engine failure.  
With no power, the helicopter descended rapidly towards the ground. 
With steady hands and cool heads, the pilots, CPT Adrian Quek and 
CPT Spencer Ler manoeuvred the aircraft from about 8000ft in 
the air to an unoccupied field at Woodlands Ave 12, while ensuring  
the safety of the civilian populace. The aircraft forced landed 
safely onto the field with no injuries to both the pilots. The whole  
AH-64D fleet, both local and overseas (Peace Vanguard 
Detachment and Ex WALLABY Detachment) was immediately 
grounded as investigations got underway on the root causes of 
the dual engine failure. 

This is where MY story begins......

I am MAJ Peter Ho and I was the Deputy Commanding Officer 
(Dy CO) of 120 SQN, home of the Apaches, when the incident 
occurred. During the incident, the Commanding Officer (CO) of 
the SQN was leading a detachment in Australia, participating in 
Exercise WALLABY. In the absence of the CO, I was overall in 
charge of local operations and managing the unit’s recovery from 
the incident. As the incident had occurred in Singapore, I was 
tasked by my superiors to orchestrate the “Follow-up” plan for 
the whole AH community – including the Peace Vanguard and Ex 
WALLABY Detachments. From this experience, I have gleaned a 
few insights and I would like to share them in this article.

Team Excellence

Immediately following the incident, the RSAF salvage recovery 
and incident management processes moved into gear, and all 
relevant agencies executed their procedures like clockwork. An 
RSAF Incident Management Commitee was convened after the 
incident to provide guidance and direction on the way ahead from 
the RSAF’s senior leadership. Within 4 1/2 hours from the time of 
the incident, the field in Woodlands was cleared and the aircraft 
was back in Sembawang Airbase. Honestly, I had expected things 
to be moving fast but I didn’t expect things to be moving this FAST!

The atmosphere and the conduct during the committee meeting 
was also not what I had expected it to be. After the incident, the 
morale of the AH community was affected. Hard questions were 
being asked about the cause of the dual engine failure as it was 
not something that we had encountered before. It was also not 
a known phenomenon that other AH operators around the world 
had experience with. There were some negative perspectives 
on the ground as some people wondered if punitive actions 
would be taken against the pilots for landing outside the airbase 
and damaging the aircraft in the process. I walked in thinking 
that all eyes would be on the unit to provide answers to what 
had just happened. To a certain extent, I had expected a hostile 
environment.

by MAJ Peter Ho
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Recently, I spoke to a couple of pilots who were in the unit during 
the time of the incident and I asked them what they remembered 
most from the management of the incident. Without hesitation, one 
of them said that it had to be CAF telling the two pilots after the 
incident that they had done well and that the RSAF would do its 
utmost to help them get back on their feet. I have learnt that in a 
situation like this, what matters most to the people on the ground is 
the confidence that the leaders had in them. The encouragement 
from their leaders had helped them to get back on their feet 
quickly.

Evolving Culture?

Throughout this whole event, I felt a sense of empowerment. I felt 
that the unit was given the space to manage the “Follow-up” plan 
without constant “scrutiny” from HQ. I did not feel an “unbearable 
heat from above” and did not get the sense that people were 
“disturbing” the unit unnecessarily. I still remember asking Comd 
PC if there was a need for me to update CAF on  the progress of 
the unit when I was starting to feel uncomfortable from the “space” 
that we had been given to manage our “Follow-up” plan. He told me 
not to worry and focus my attention on getting the unit back up and 
he will update CAF and HQ RSAF accordingly.

It was also through this incident that I realised that the RSAF has 
matured as an organisation. When the incident happened, people 
were expecting flak and finger pointing from senior management, 
but all that didn’t happen. Instead, the whole incident was managed 
calmly and rationally with an intent to prevent the next incident 
from happening.

Recalling the journey, I felt that the RSAF has matured and her 
culture had evolved.  As an organisation, I think we have come a 
long way. We have learned to trust our people more and empower 
them to carry out their job professionally, making them own the 
tasks that they are doing. Having said this, I have to add that 
empowerment is by no means a given. It comes with trust, goes to 
deserving people and with it, the accountability and responsibility. 
If the incident had been a result of our negligence or blatant 
violations, I am sure the management will not be as supportive.  
The calm and collected manner in which the leadership managed 
the incident has also left a deep impression in me. I am not  
sure how many people out there have the same positive 
experience as me but what I am certain is that I will have a good 
story to keep and to share.

Instead, the Management Commitee members were composed 
and rational in their approach. They got a good grip on the 
situation before charting out the next course of action together. In 
the days that followed, I realised that I was not alone in managing 
this incident. The whole RSAF was working together to see this 
through. Various HQ departments and ground units were dealing 
with issues at different levels. While the main focus was on 
restoring the readiness level of the unit – changing the affected 
components in the AH fleet and getting the people back up flying, 
the RSAF were also busy reviewing aircraft flying operations, 
maintenance and safety procedures, as well as managing external 
media queries. Within 3 weeks, the AH community was up flying 
again. This was no easy feat considering the nature of the incident. 
I think that the speed of the recovery was possible because our 
training had prepared us well to deal with uncertainties and that 
our people had banded together to deal with the incident. It also 
helped that we had strong support from our superiors and HQ 
RSAF. We also have in place robust procedures to deal with 
such contingencies and our people were trained to manage the 
situation. More importantly, it was the tireless efforts of all the 
individuals from various parts of the RSAF working as a team  
with a common goal that helped us overcome the incident  
together in a relatively short time.

Changing Perspectives

The initial negative perspectives from the AH community very 
quickly changed to positive ones as the recovery process 
unfolded. People were observing how the proceedings were 
being handled. Members of the Higher Board of Inquiry (HBOI) 
and the Safety Investigation Team (SIT) conducted the interviews 
with utmost professionalism and objectivity. The focus was on fact 
finding, to fully understand what happened and draw the relevant 
lessons learnt from the incident in order to prevent a recurrence. 
The visits by the senior commanders to the unit also helped to 
restore the people’s confidence and to assuage the unfounded 
fears on the ground. They reassured the unit that the RSAF 
leadership thought that the pilots had done well and that they 
had full confidence that the unit would be back on their feet very 
soon. The commanders also took the opportunity to explain why 
despite a good showing by the pilots to ensure public safety, there  
was still a need for us to ask hard questions. Such visits and 
reassurances were a morale booster and people started to  
get a clearer picture on how the organisation was actually 
managing the situation, instead of relying on hearsay.
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Pixelised Uniform
The RSAF’s New

Text by Alvan Tay
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Refer to the diagrams for further elaboration on 
the key features of the new pixelised uniform

Soon, airmen in the RSAF will receive their 
very own new pixelised uniform. Similar to 
the Army’s but in shades of blue, this new 
pixelised uniform was designed to further 
enhance the operational effectiveness of 
RSAF personnel. *

With the introduction of the new pixelised 
uniform this year, the RSAF aims to enhance 
the operational mindset of its airmen. Also, 
the implementation of the new pixelised 
uniform will complement the overall image of 
the 3rd Generation RSAF as a professional 
fi ghting force and, with it, forge a common 
identity within the RSAF.

Every servicemen in the RSAF will receive at 
least a set of this new pixelised uniform. It will 
be the primary working attire for Air Force 
Engineers, as well as members of the RSAF’s 
Command, Control, and Communications 
(C3), and Unmanned Aerial Vehicle (UAV) 
communities. In addition, Operationally 
Ready National Servicemen (NSmen) in 
their 1st to 7th In-Camp Training (ICT) will be 
equipped with the new pixelised uniform.

The pixelised pattern and colour of the 
new uniform help to camoufl age wearers 
with the air bases’ tarmac and aircraft
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New pleats at the back of 
the uniform enhance the 
wearer’s ease of movement 
during routine operations

The new mandarin collar helps 
to protect the wearer’s neck 
from abrasions when using 
devices with neck straps

Additional lower leg side 
pockets were added for 
storage of equipment such as 
stationery and ear plugs

Made of a cooler and lighter 
material, this new uniform will 
allow wearers to perform their 
duties more comfortably under 
Singapore’s hot and humid weather

The new boots have a more 
ergonomic design and also come with 
zips for easier wearing and removal
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EX Brightfi re, a Ground-Based Air Defence (GBAD) 
live-fi ring exercise, was conducted at Overberg Test 
Range (OTR) in South Africa from 16 Feb to 6 Mar 12. 
This exercise was conducted by Divisional Air Defence 
Group (DAG). This year, EX Brightfi re involved the RBS-
70 and Mistral systems.

On the success of the exercise, COMD DAG, COL 
Roland Ng, said, “We validated all the shot doctrines for 
the RBS-70 and Mistral systems. The troops’ confi dence 
in the equipment and training was immensely boosted 
when they witnessed the missiles hitting both the static 
and mobile targets. This live-fi ring has also enhanced the 
operational readiness of the participating servicemen.”

CPT(NS) James Ong, from 18 DA Bn, was one of the 
Operationally Ready National Servicemen (NSmen) who 
participated in this year’s EX Brightfi re. Refl ecting on his 
participation as an NSman, CPT(NS) Ong shared, “As a 
Platoon Commander and a Firing Point Safety Offi cer, my 
experience in EX Brightfi re was challenging but extremely 
rewarding. This exercise has provided a good opportunity 
for the NSmen and active personnel to forge closer ties 
by working together. The success of the live-fi ring carried 
out by the NSmen also highlights their readiness and 
ability to defend Singapore.”

This year’s EX Brightfi re involved 159 GBAD personnel. 
COMD PC, COL Yeo Yee Peng, was in OTR to view 
the live-fi ring and to visit the deployed troops. At the end 
of the exercise, COL Yeo addressed the participants, 
“I came here with high expectations and I must say that 
I am impressed by the commitment, sense of pride, and 
esprit de corps of our people involved in this exercise. 
It was a job well done.”

COL Yeo being briefed during his visit

A mounted RBS-70 live-fi ring during the exercise

20
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Conferment of MSM(M) on GEN Jean-Paul Paloméros
On 13 Feb 12, Minister for Defence, Dr Ng Eng Hen, conferred the Pingat Jasa Gemilang 

(Tentera), or Meritorious Service Medal (Military), on the Chief of Staff, French Air Force 

(FAF), GEN Jean-Paul Paloméros during an investiture held at MINDEF. 

GEN Paloméros was conferred this prestigious award for his invaluable contributions 

in fostering closer ties between the RSAF and the FAF. Under his leadership, the 

bilateral cooperation between the two air forces has grown from strength to strength. 

GEN Paloméros was also instrumental in expanding the scope of bilateral ties and 

professional exchanges between the two air forces.

Crown Prince of Brunei Darussalam Visits SBAB

MG Ng presenting a commemorative plaque to His Royal Highness A group photo of Dr Ng, MG Ng, His Royal Highness, and senior RSAF 

commanders

On 10 Jan 12, His Royal Highness Prince Haji Al-Muhtadee 

Billah, the Crown Prince of Brunei Darussalam, visited 

Sembawang Air Base (SBAB). Hosted by Minister for 

Defence, Dr Ng Eng Hen, the visit began with a brief on the 

S-70B Naval Helicopter, followed by a viewing of the 

static display. 

His Royal Highness also visited the Helicopter Simulation 

Centre where he tried out the Chinook Helicopter Simulator.

CAF, MG Ng Chee Meng; COMD Participation Command, 

COL Yeo Yee Peng; COMD Helicopter Group, COL Chin Pak 

Chuen; and COMD SBAB, ME7 Francis Cheong, were also 

present at the visit.

Dr Ng Eng Hen presenting the MSM(M) to GEN 

Paloméros
GEN Paloméros with CAF, MG Ng Chee Meng
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Command Chief Master Sergeant for 
PACAF Visits Singapore
Command Chief Master Sergeant for the Pacifi c Air Forces, 

USAF, Chief Master Sergeant Brooke McLean visited 

Singapore from 23 Feb to 25 Feb 12. During his visit, CMSgt 

McLean called on CAF, MG Ng Chee Meng, and Chief 

Warrant Offi cer of the Air Force, ME5 Koh Yong Meng.

AMI’s Chief of International Air Policy 
Calls on COS-AS
The Chief of International Air Policy from the Italian Air Force 

[Aeronautica Militaire Italiana (AMI)], COL Giovanni Savoldelli 

Pedrocchi, called on COS-AS, BG Wong Huat Sern, on 

17 Jan 12.

MG Ng and CMSgt Brooke along with RSAF and USAF offi cers

TNI AU COMD National Air Defence 
Command’s Visit
A delegation from the TNI AU National Air Defence Command, 

led by Air Vice Marshal (AVM) JFP Sitompul, visited Singapore 

from 10 to 12 Jan 12. During the visit, AVM Sitompul called on 

COS-AS, BG Wong Huat Sern. The delegation also visited 

203 SQN to better understand the airspace constraints faced 

by the RSAF, and how the RSAF manages its airspace to 

maximise pilot training.

BG Wong presenting a commemorative plaque to AVM Sitompul

BG Wong presenting a commemorative plaque to COL Pedrocchi

Malaysian CDF’s Visit to UC
The Malaysian Chief of Defence Force (CDF), 

GEN Tan Sri Dato’ Sri Zulkifeli bin Mohd Zin, 

conducted his introductory visit to Singapore from 

2 to 4 Jan 12. 

Hosted by CAF, MG Ng Chee Meng, GEN Zulkifeli 

visited the Unmanned Aerial Vehicle (UAV) 

Command (UC) and 128 SQN on 3 Jan 12. During 

his visit, GEN Zulkifeli also viewed a static display 

of the Hermes-450 and Searcher UAV.

GEN Zulkifeli trying out the UAV simulator
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IAF Visits TG and HeliG
A delegation of offi cers from the Indian Air Force (IAF), 

led by Wing Commander Gurjot Singh Bhullar, visited 

Singapore from 6 to 8 Feb 12. 

During their stay, the delegation visited the Transport 

Group (TG) at Changi Air Base (West) and Helicopter 

Group (HeliG) at Sembawang Air Base, where they were briefed 

on the operations of TG as well as HeliG. This visit allowed 

the IAF’s delegation of offi cers to have a better understanding 

of TG’s and HeliG’s roles in the RSAF. 

122 SQN’s Participation in EX Kiwi Flag and Ohakea Airshow 2012

ASPERS to the TNI AU’s 
Chief of Staff Visits Singapore
The Assistant for Personnel to the Air Force Chief of Staff, 

TNI AU, Air Vice Marshal (AVM) Ida Bagus Putu Dunia, 

visited Singapore from 21 to 23 Feb 12.

During his visit, AVM Putu called on COS-AS, BG Wong 

Huat Sern, on 21 Feb 12, and attended a brief on the RSAF’s 

career schemes by Head Air Manpower, COL Chee Wai 

Mun. AVM Putu also visited the Air Force Museum where 

he learnt more about the history of the RSAF and 124 

SQN where he had the opportunity to try out the EC-120 

helicopter simulator.

AVM Putu trying out the EC-120 simulator

LTC Song Chun Keet, S3 TG, presenting a brief to the IAF delegation

Members of the public visiting the RSAF’s C-130 static display at the Ohakea 

Airshow

RSAF and RNZAF personnel engaging in a discussion during EX Kiwi Flag

At the invitation of the Royal New Zealand Air Force (RNZAF), 

122 SQN participated in the annual Ohakea Airshow in New 

Zealand on 31 Mar 12. Held in celebration of the RNZAF’s 

75th Anniversary, 122 SQN put up a static display of the C-130 

aircraft which was extremely well received by the public. 

Prior to the air show, the crew from 122 SQN participated 

in EX Kiwi Flag, a multi-lateral tactical transport exercise 

hosted by the RNZAF. The exercise, which involved 

participants from various air forces, served to enhance the 

RSAF’s interoperability with the exercise participants.

Led by Detachment COMD, MAJ Jeff Lee, 122 SQN’s 

participation in both events have fostered closer ties between 

the RSAF and their counterparts from other air forces.
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DM’s Visit to 130 SQN
Minister for Defence, Dr Ng Eng Hen, visited the RSAF’s fl ying 

training detachment, 130 SQN, at the Royal Australian Air Force 

Base Pearce on 23 Mar 12. The SQN is part of the RSAF’s 

Flying Training Institute located in Australia which conducts 

the nine-month Basic Wings Course for the RSAF’s pilot 

trainees. 

This training course comprises lectures, simulator training, 

and fl ying on the Pilatus PC-21 trainer aircraft. It equips the pilot 

Dr Ng speaking with 130 SQN personnel Dr Ng viewing the Pilatus PC-21 aircraft trainer

trainees with the knowledge and skills of basic aircraft fl ying 

before they progress to the advanced pilot training.

During his visit, Dr Ng took time from his busy schedule to 

interact with the RSAF’s pilot trainees and other personnel 

from 130 SQN as well as their families. He also viewed a static 

display of the Pilatus PC-21 trainer aircraft, and tried out 

training systems which the SQN uses to develop the pilot 

trainees’ situational awareness and fl ying aptitude.

PS(D) Visits OTC
On 30 Mar 12, Permanent Secretary for Defence [PS(D)], Mr 
Chiang Chie Foo, visited the RSAF’s Oakey Training Centre 
(OTC) in Australia for the fi rst time. The OTC detachment 
conducts training for the RSAF’s air crew on the Super 
Puma helicopter.

LTC Tang leading Mr Chiang on a tour around the hangar LTC Tang briefi ng Mr Chiang on some of the detachment’s daily operations

Hosted by LTC Chris Tang, Detachment COMD for OTC, 
Mr Chiang was briefed on OTC’s history, organisation, as 
well as its operations. LTC Tang also highlighted the strong 
support the detachment has received from the Australian 
Defence Force, and the friendships that it has forged with 
the local community. 
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LG Neo interacting with personnel from 203 SQN during the dialogue session

CDF’s Visits to Units 

LG Neo speaking with 125 SQN personnel during his visit

On 1 Jan 12, New Year’s Day, CDF, LG Neo Kian Hong, visited 
125 SQN. During his visit, LG Neo expressed his appreciation 
towards the SQN personnel’s efforts for performing their 
duties in keeping Singapore safe over the festive season. 
He also encouraged them to never be complacent about 
the security of Singapore. LG Neo ended his visit by 
presenting festive hampers to the personnel.

LG Neo also visited 203 SQN on 23 Feb 12 where he was 
hosted by COMD Air Surveillance and Control Group, COL 
Gan Siow Huang, and CO 203 SQN, MAJ Chen Boon Cheng. 
During his visit, LG Neo was briefed on the critical role 
which 203 SQN plays in safeguarding the integrity and 
sovereignty of Singapore’s airspace. LG Neo then concluded 
his visit with a dialogue session with the SQN personnel.

DS(A)’s Visit to 123 SQN

On 2 Feb 12, Deputy Secretary (Administration), Mr Willie 

Tan, visited 123 SQN at Sembawang Air Base. Hosted by LTC 

Tan Jinq Yeu, CO 123 SQN, Mr Tan was briefed on the SQN’s 

operations and activities, and its role in integrated operations 

with the Navy. He then viewed a static display of the S-70B 

Mr Willie Tan engaging SQN personnel in a dialogue sessionMr Willie Tan being introduced to the capabilities of the RSAF’s S-70B Naval 

Helicopter

Naval Helicopter while a pilot explained the various 

functions and features of the aircraft. Also present at the 

visit were Director Manpower, Mr Tan Kok Yam; COMD 

Participation Command, COL Yeo Yee Peng; and COMD 

HeliG, COL Chin Pak Chuen.
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RSAF Farewell Dinner
The 16th RSAF Farewell Dinner was held on 7 Mar 12 at the 

Temasek Club. Attended by Guest-of-Honour, CAF, MG Ng 

Chee Meng, the dinner paid tribute to RSAF retirees who 

had more than 15 years of service. After viewing a video 

montage which put together some memorable snap shots 

of the retirees, MG Ng presented them with mementos in 

recognition of their invaluable contributions. 

ME3(Ret) John Chua Teng Tong, formerly of 125 SQN, shared, 

“The thing I’m going to miss most is defi nitely the people 

and the culture in the RSAF.  They are more than simply my 

work partners. They are like my family.”

In his speech, MG Ng thanked the retirees for their hard 

work and dedication over the years and wished them well 

in their future endeavours.

SAF Appreciation Dinner for NS KAH, ROVERS, and Volunteers

MG Ng interacting with the NSmen and their spouses

MG Ng sharing a light moment with the retirees

On 19 Jan 12, 50 Operationally Ready National Servicemen 

(NSmen) from all three Services were recognised for their 

contributions to the MINDEF/SAF at the Appreciation 

Dinner for National Service (NS) Key Appointment 

Holders (KAH), Reservist On Voluntary Extended 

Reserve Scheme (ROVERS), and Volunteers. The 

Service Chiefs, CAF, MG Ng Chee Meng; Chief of Army, 

MG Ravinder Singh; and Chief of Navy, RADM Ng Chee 

Peng, presented tokens of appreciation to the NSmen 

and their wives for their support through the years.

2WO(VOL) Lam Jhoon Kiet, who served as a Volunteer for 

eight years, commented, "It’s heartening to know that my 

efforts are recognised by the SAF. At the same time, 

RSAF Annual Safety Conference 
The RSAF Annual Safety Conference, organised by the Air 
Force Inspectorate (AFI), was held on 28 Mar 12 at the Air Force 
Training Command Auditorium. The conference served to 
promote awareness for safety as well as to update servicemen 
on recent developments in aviation safety.

The event started with a keynote address by CAF, MG Ng Chee 
Meng, and was followed by presentations on safety issues by 
Head AFI, COL Aw Kwee Siong; Head Air Operations, COL Neo 
Hong Keat; and Head Air Logistics, ME8 Lee Ling Wee. In line 
with the conference’s theme of “Continuing Mission Success, 
Safety Always,” MG Ng emphasised the importance of 
adhering to safety guidelines and how safety will continue to 
play a key role in our development towards a 3rd Generation 
RSAF, “We are now well-positioned to further build our 
operational capabilities, and maintain our edge as a potent 
fi ghting force. We will do so in the coming workyear, while 

also making sure that we do it safely.”
MG Ng presenting a certifi cate to 144 SQN in recognition of their 20 years of 

accident-free fl ying

I’m appreciative of the opportunity to continue serving our 

nation and knowing that what we do makes a difference.”

At the end of the conference, MG Ng presented awards to 

the units and individuals who have demonstrated exemplary 

commitment to operational safety over the past year.
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CAF’s Visits to Units
Over the past quarter, from Jan to Mar 2012, CAF, MG Ng Chee Meng, visited 1MS, 

ALS UC, 125 SQN, and 124 SQN. 

These visits allowed MG Ng to gain a better understanding of the individual SQNs’ 

latest developments. Through his engagements with the RSAF personnel during 

these visits, MG Ng has also gathered valuable feedback regarding their concerns 

and opinions.

CAF’s Festive Visits to Units
During festive seasons, the RSAF remains alert and vigilant islandwide, watching over 

our skies even as the rest of the nation celebrates.

On 1 Jan 12, New Year’s Day, CAF, MG Ng Chee Meng, visited 3DA Bn and 149 SQN.  

He also visited 143 SQN and 163 SQN on 23 Jan 12, the first day of the Lunar New Year. 

During these visits, MG Ng held short dialogue sessions with the RSAF personnel 

who were performing their duties. He expressed his appreciation for their 

dedication and commitment in ensuring the security of Singapore amidst the  

festive celebrations. 

MG Ng also presented the SQNs’ personnel with some festive gifts in recognition 

of their efforts and rounded off his visits by thanking them for their contributions to  

the defence of Singapore.
3 DA BN

149 SQN163 SQN143 SQN

ALS UC

1 MS

124 SQN 125 SQN
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NSmen Cohesions
Operationally Ready National Servicemen (NSmen) form 
an important part of the RSAF’s fighting force. It is imperative 
that they are kept abreast of the latest developments within 
the organisation. As such, HQ RSAF, Air Defence and 
Operations Command (ADOC), and Air Combat Command 
(ACC) held cohesion events with NSmen over the course of 
the first quarter of 2012.

COS-AS, BG Wong Huat Sern, summarised the 
significance of such events in his opening address at the 
HQ RSAF NSmen Cohesion, “Having our NSmen come 
together outside the time dedicated for their In-Camp-
Training is a good way to keep them updated on the latest 

Head Air Manpower, COL Chee Wai Mun, interacting with the NSmen over a 

hearty meal

COs of various ACC units addressing the NSmen and active personnel

Dy COMD ADOC, COL Mervyn Tan, interacting with the NSmen

BG Wong giving his opening address

An NSman bowling with his fellow SQN mates

ACC NSmen Cohesion

ME4 Joseph Pereira introducing the new offi cers to the NSmen

ADOC NSmen Cohesion

HQ RSAF NSmen Cohesion

happenings in their parent units. It also serves as a platform 
for the RSAF to recognise our NSmen for their invaluable 
contributions.”

The cohesions featured light-hearted interaction over 
food and games and also dialogue sessions with senior 
commanders. 

LTA(NS) Sivanesh Silvarajoo, who participated in the ADOC 

NSmen Cohesion, shared, “Coming back for such events 

reminds us of our commitment not just to our unit but also to the 

defence of Singapore. I also enjoyed the opportunity to interact 

with active personnel and to catch up with my old friends.”
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Command Anniversaries
The Air Combat Command (ACC), Air Power Generation Command (APGC), and Unmanned Aerial Vehicle (UAV) Command 

(UC) celebrated their anniversaries on 7 Jan 12, 2 Mar 12, and 19 Jan 12 respectively. The commemoration of each 

Command’s anniversary brought together their personnel for a day of fun and celebration. It also served as a platform for the 

Commands to recognise their people’s dedication and contributions over the past year.

ACC 4th Anniversary

ACC held its anniversary celebrations at the Shaw House in 

Orchard. COMD ACC, BG Lim Yeong Kiat, thanked the ACC 

personnel for their contributions towards the Command’s 

achievements over the past year in his opening speech. 

Soon after, ACC personnel proceeded for a movie marathon. 

The ACC anniversary celebration brought ACC personnel 

from different SQNs together and allowed them to foster 

stronger friendships.

APGC 4th Anniversary 

APGC held their celebrations at the Jurong Bird Park 

where COMD APGC, BG Sarbjit Singh, led the cake-

cutting ceremony. Thereafter, APGC personnel and their 

families were treated to an exclusive show featuring a 

collection of birds on stage. This celebration also served 

to tighten the bonds between APGC personnel and their 

families as a sign of appreciation for all the support 

their families have rendered to them over the years.  

UC 4th Anniversary 

UC’s celebration was themed “Celebrating Our Eye-dentity” 

and it was held in Murai Camp. In his welcome address, 

COMD UC, COL Tommy Tan, emphasised the importance 

of the people in UC as it develops improved air intelligence, 

surveillance, and reconnaissance capabilities for the 

3rd Generation RSAF. Following that, UC personnel took 

a commemorative photo with the Command’s newest 

platform – the Heron 1 UAV.
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AFTC CARDINAL Learning Day
The 3rd Air Force Training Command (AFTC) CARDINAL Learning Day was held at one 
of the AFTC Lecture Theatres on 9 Mar 12. In a workshop entitled, “Voice Projection 
and Impactful Speaking Skills”, the speaker gave a presentation aimed to equip AFTC 
instructors with the adequate skills and confi dence for effective communication 
in their daily routines. 

During the workshop, the speaker also shared with the instructors various pointers 
for effective communication such as tips on caring for their voice, common errors 
and negative habits to avoid during communication.

HQ RSAF CARDINAL Learning Day
The HQ RSAF CARDINAL Learning Day was held on 24 Feb 
12 at Chong Pang Camp Auditorium. In a presentation entitled, 
“Realising your Creative Potential”, the speaker shared on 
how to unlock one’s creative potential.

During the presentation, the speaker also elaborated on various 
techniques to generate creative ideas. He explained how 
these techniques can be applied in the work environment 
to make a positive difference. The audience paying close attention to the speaker

An AFTC personnel sharing his thoughts

PC CARDINAL Learning cum Ops Sharing Day
The Participation Command (PC) CARDINAL Learning cum Ops Sharing Day 
was held at the Chong Pang Camp Auditorium on 26 Jan 12. In a workshop 
presentation entitled, “Team Excellence: We Are One!”, the speaker shared on 
the importance of teamwork within an organization as well as the different 
roles of an individual when they work in teams. A session was also held to 
facilitate the sharing of experiences by PC personnel in operations such as the 
counter-piracy missions conducted in the Gulf of Aden. 

PC personnel working together during a group activity

ADOC CARDINAL Learning Conference
The Air Defence and Operations Command (ADOC) CARDINAL Learning 
Conference was held on 9 Feb 12 at the Chong Pang Camp Auditorium. 

In an interactive presentation entitled, “Team Excellence”, the speaker highlighted 
the importance of teamwork and how to bring out the best of every individual in a 
team. During the conference, ADOC personnel also engaged in various activities 
that allowed them to put to practice all that they have learnt.

The speaker giving his presentation

UC CARDINAL Learning Day
The Unmanned Aerial Vehicle (UAV) Command (UC) 
CARDINAL Learning Day was held on 13 Jan 12 at 
the Tengah Air Base Briefing Hall. In an insightful 
and interactive presentation titled, “Towards a 
High-Performing Organisation & Unit: Team Excellence”, 
the speaker provided advice on sustaining effectiveness 
and development within an organisation.

The speaker interacting with UC personnel during his presentation
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AWO(C3) Forum
The Air Warfare Offi cer (AWO) (C3) forum was held on 23 Feb 12 at Changi 
Air Base (West). Held annually, this forum aims to allow the participants to 
consolidate the progress that the C3 community has made. 

Chaired by COMD Air Defence and Operations Command, BG Kwek 
Kok Kwong, this year’s forum served as a useful platform to facilitate 
dialogue between the trainers and trainees of the RSAF in order to 
develop better learning strategies. It also provided an opportunity to 

update the offi cers on changes in the trainer-trainee relationship and new 

experiments in teaching styles. 

ADOC Junior Leaders’ Forum
The fi rst Air Defence and Operations Command (ADOC) Junior 

Leaders’ Forum was held at HQ ADOC on 22 Mar 12. Themed 

“Developing Our People for the 3rd Generation RSAF”, the event included 

team building games, workshops, and presentations. 

During the forum, COMD ADOC, BG Kwek Kok Kwong, addressed the 

participants and highlighted the objectives of this forum – to promote the 

sharing of experiences amongst ADOC personnel so that they can learn 

from one another for the Command to grow from strength to strength.

COMD ACC’s Dialogue Session
On 23 Feb 12, COMD Air Combat Command (ACC), BG Lim Yeong Kiat, 

hosted a dialogue session with ACC personnel at Tengah Air Base. 

During the event, ACC’s Human Resource Management Centre and Logistics 

Branch also presented updates on the career schemes and Integrated 

Maintenance Flight. CPL Ho Jun Yan, a Full-Time National Serviceman (NSF) 

from 140 SQN, also shared his thoughts and experiences having served as 

a Flight Line Crew.

Attended by junior Military Experts, WOSAs, and Full-time National 

Servicemen (NSFs) from ACC, the dialogue session served as a platform 

for BG Lim and senior offi cers to update them on the latest policies and 

implementations, as well as to address their queries and concerns.

Junior participants preparing their presentation

BG Lim addressing ACC personnel during the 

dialogue session

SYFC Familiarisation Flight 
On 30 Jan 12, two young Singapore Youth Flying Club (SYFC) pilot 

trainees had the opportunity to take to the skies in one of the RSAF’s F-16 

Blk 52+ fi ghter aircraft from 145 SQN and experience the powerful aircraft.

The SYFC pilot trainees, Jordan Millar, 21, and Julie Lim, 19, were selected 

based on their exceptional performance and dedication during fl ight 

training. Through his interaction with the pilots, Jordan learnt more about 

being a pilot in the RSAF and the training which RSAF pilots must undergo 

in order to be operationally ready. He shared, “The forces exerted on 

the body during the fl ight were incredible. I really admire the pilots who are 

able to remain so focused while experiencing physical strain.”
The SYFC trainees and their pilots after the fl ight

Participants actively taking part in the discussion
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RSAF personnel explaining the functions and capabilities of the I-HAWK system 

to the TJC students

A family posing for a group photo with RSAF personnel

A member of the public tries out the Mistral system

A YJC student trying out the Mistral system

An RSAF personnel explaining one of the RSAF’s GBAD systems to the SP students

SSPP with TJC on 10 Feb 12

SSPP with YJC on 25 Feb 12

SSPP with SP on 10 Feb 12

TJC students learning more about the F-15SG fi ghter aircraft

SAF-Schools Partnership Programme
The SAF-Schools Partnership Programme (SSPP) is an 
ongoing initiative to engage the youths in Singapore and raise 
their awareness of the RSAF’s roles in defending our nation.

Three RSAF-SSPP sessions were held with Singapore 
Polytechnic (SP), Temasek Junior College (TJC), and Yishun 
Junior College (YJC) in Feb 12. At all three events, simulators 
and static displays of the RSAF’s aircraft and Ground-Based 
Air Defence (GBAD) systems were set up at exhibition booths. 
Briefs on the RSAF’s operations and its functions in the defence 
of Singapore were also conducted to allow the students 
and participants to better appreciate the importance of the 
RSAF’s roles. 

Mdm Koh Teck Siew, principal of YJC, felt that the SSPP 
was very benefi cial. She said, “We engaged the RSAF as 
it is in line with Total Defence Day. We also extended an 
invitation to the students of Republic Polytechnic and the 
Movement for the Intellectually Disabled Singapore (MINDS) 
so that the fruits of our joint efforts can be enjoyed by the 
larger community. “

Shared 2LT Jereld Ng, a Platoon Commander from 3 DA Bn, 
“I am proud to share with the public what the RSAF does and 
the roles I play as an Air Warfare Offi cer (GBAD). The 
interaction with the public was a meaningful experience 
for me.”
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Hong Kah North Constituency’s “Being Singaporean” Carnival

Mr Teo being briefed at the RSAF’s booth An RSAF pilot explaining the need for aircraft fl ight training in Singapore

RSAF personnel dressing the children up in mini fl ight suits for a photoshootDr Khor speaking with Dy COMD TAB, ME6 Andy Chiang

Hong Kah North Constituency’s “Being Singaporean” Carnival 
was held at Hong Kah North Community Centre (HKN CC) 
on 19 Feb 12. As part of the RSAF’s Community Outreach 
Programme, personnel from Tengah Air Base (TAB) set up 
a dedicated information booth and a static display of the 
Searcher Unmanned Aerial Vehicle (UAV).

During the carnival, Guest-of-Honour, Member of Parliament 
for the Hong Kah North Constituency, Dr Amy Khor, shared 
with the residents what it means to be a Singaporean and how 
they should care for one another within the community. At the 

RSAF’s booth, there were also activities set in store for the 
residents at the game stations and photo-taking corner.

On the RSAF’s participation in this carnival, HKN CC Committee 
Chairman, Mr Robin Ng, said, “It is great for the residents of 
Hong Kah North that the RSAF is able to support this event. 
Moreover, in the spirit of Total Defence Day, the residents 
are now able to better understand the importance of national 
defence as well as the roles which the RSAF and TAB play in 
protecting our nation.”

Paya Lebar Air Base’s Participations in Community Outreach Programmes
Paya Lebar Air Base (PLAB) participated in two Community 
Outreach Programmes held in the Punggol district on 7 
Jan 12 and 24 Mar 12. These events served to build strong 
relationships between the RSAF and the communities in 
Singapore.

At both events, booths were set up for the RSAF personnel to 
engage the residents to allow them to better understand the 
roles which the RSAF plays in national defence. Deputy Prime 
Minister, Mr Teo Chee Hean, visited the RSAF’s booth during 
the event on 24 Mar 12 to interact with the PLAB personnel.
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TAB Visits Melrose Home
From Dec 2011 to Feb 2012, volunteers from Tengah Air 

Base (TAB) organised its yearly charity drive for Melrose 

Home Children’s Aid Society as part of its community 

engagement efforts. This charity drive was held to assist 

approximately 60 under-privileged children. A total of $23,000 

was raised through donations from personnel in TAB. 

On 16 Feb 12, TAB personnel also organised a children’s 

party as part of the ongoing charity drive. During the party, 

COMD UC, COL Tommy Tan, presented a cheque from the 

donations to Melrose Home. The children and adults had an 

enjoyable time during the party which included a lion dance 

performance, magic shows, interactive games, and a 

sumptuous buffet dinner.

New PMI Scheme
As part of MINDEF/SAF’s ongoing efforts to care for the well 

being of servicemen and their families, the new Portable 

Medical Insurance (PMI) Scheme was introduced on 1 Apr 12.

The PMI Scheme aims to encourage servicemen to take up 

medical insurance early to give assurance and protection 

for themselves and their families against the costs of future 

medical needs. While MINDEF/SAF provides medical benefi ts 

and also covers the costs of medical treatments for service-

related injuries, the PMI Scheme serves to complement 

these existing medical benefi ts in meeting each individual 

serviceman’s personal needs which may include subsequent 

unintended medical-related complications not attributable to 

their service in MINDEF/SAF.

Under this scheme, MINDEF/SAF will facilitate an affordable 

medical insurance option for servicemen and their families, 

especially for those who do not already have one. MINDEF/

SAF has also partnered NTUC Income to offer the NTUC 

Enhanced IncomeShield (EIS) Plan. Servicemen who sign up 

for EIS will enjoy a 20% discount on the fi rst year premium of 

the PMI Scheme as well as a renewal discount of 5% every 

year thereafter. The premiums can be paid directly from 

a serviceman’s Medisave account as this is a Medisave-

approved Integrated Shield Plan (MISP). As long as the 

premiums are paid, the coverage is portable and will continue 

even after completion of service with MINDEF/SAF. Various 

briefi ngs and enrolment exercises were held between Feb 

and Mar 12 to keep servicemen up to date with this latest 

service benefi t.

Ms Toh Cheia Chue, S1 of 111 SQN, said, “I’ll take up the 

PMI because medical expenses can be expensive and it 

is important to have a medical insurance scheme to help 

COL Tan with TAB personnel at Melrose Home

RSAF personnel sitting in during a PMI brief

manage the expenses. I’ll encourage my family members 

and servicemen to take it up. It is important to get a medical 

insurance so that you can get the peace of mind to focus on 

your health and recovery whilst your hospital and surgical 

expenses are taken care of.”

The PMI Scheme works hand in hand with the already existing 

SAF Group Term Life (GTL) Insurance Scheme which provides 

compensation for permanent injuries and even death. 

Both schemes will ensure that MINDEF/SAF personnel are 

adequately covered in the two most basic personal insurance 

needs.

For EIS insurance related queries, please call NTUC Income 

at 67862555 during offi ce hours from 0900-1800hrs or 

e-mail them at mindef@income.com.sg. Regular servicemen 

who are interested to take up the PMI Scheme can also do 

so by contacting NTUC Income at the same number and 

e-mail address. For PMI policy queries, please e-mail ‘zz PMI 

Scheme, MPDIV’.

Information and pictures contributed by Manpower Division
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OBS(M) Appreciation Function
The OBS(M) appreciation function, organised by Participation Command 

(PC), was held at Sembawang Air Base Offi cers’ Mess on 21 Feb 12. 

Gracing the event was CAF, MG Ng Chee Meng, who presented Certifi cates 

of Appreciation to RSAF personnel who contributed to the success of 

the mission. COMD PC, COL Yeo Yee Peng, also presented Letters of 

Appreciation and Letters of Commendation to other deserving personnel.

At the function, MG Ng and COL Yeo unveiled a plaque that commemorates 

the RSAF’s fi rst combat shot fi red by the Super Puma Door Gun. The gun, 

along with all of its 240 round casings, was also on display. MG Ng and COL Yeo unveiling the commemorative plaque

83/11 Offi cer Commissioning 
Ceremony
On 14 Jan 12, a total of 472 offi cer cadets were commissioned 
at SAFTI Military Institute. President Tony Tan Keng Yam 
reviewed the commissioning parade which included 86 RSAF 
offi cer cadets.

At the parade, OCT Graci Foo from the RSAF was the 
Parade 2nd-In-Command. She is the fi rst ever female 
offi cer cadet from the RSAF to hold this key appointment. 

The parade marked the completion of 38 weeks of rigorous 
training for the offi cer cadets, during which they developed 
their combat and leadership skills. From the RSAF, the 
Sword-of-Honour recipients were OCT Lester Leong Kah 
Soon from the 4th AWO (C3) Aerodrome/PAR course and 
OCT Adelbert Tan Ying Lip from the 7th AWO (Ground-Based 
Air Defence) course. 

Refl ecting on his experiences as a cadet, OCT Leong said, 
“During my time here, I have grown as a leader. I aspire to 
be one who is able to gain my men’s respect and confi dence 
by listening to their concerns. I hope that through establishing 
a positive working relationship, we can strive together to 
achieve greater heights.”

Speaking at the parade, Dr Tan encouraged the newly 
commissioned offi cers to lead by example and with conviction 
so as to inspire their men towards achieving a high level of 
discipline and professionalism.  

OCT Foo leading the batch of offi cer cadets in a presidential salute

OCT Leong receiving the Sword-of-Honour from Dr Tan

Excellent Service Award Ceremony 2012
The MINDEF Excellent Service Award (EXSA) Ceremony 2012 was held 
at Kranji Camp III on 31 Jan 12. Gracing the event was Deputy Secretary 
(Administration), Mr Willie Tan.  This year’s theme for the event was “Towards 
a Customer-Centric Approach in Service Excellence”.

The EXSA is an award that is given out annually to outstanding 
MINDEF/SAF personnel who have displayed exceptional service. 
A recipient of the Star EXSA, the highest form of service excellence award, 
Ms Ng Peh Wah from Human Resource Management Centre (HRMC), 
Unmanned Aerial Vehicle Command, said, “The key to excellent service 
is to give the best to all the people who approach you and show them that 
you will go the extra mile for them.”

Ms Ng receiving her award from Mr Tan
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RCGC/RGDI 01/12
On 15 Mar 12, 40 graduates received their Certifi cates, 

Vocational Badges, and Ceremonial Swords from COS-AS, 

BG Wong Huat Sern, at the RSAF Combined Graduation 

Ceremony (RCGC). BG Wong also presented awards to the 

best trainees from each course. 

Best trainee for the 25th UAV Wing Course, OCT Au Arvin, 

thanked his peers and superiors for the award, “I’d like to 

thank my course mates and instructors for their guidance and 

support. Upon winning this award, I now have the responsibility 

to live up to the honour.”

Best trainee for the 8th AWO (Ground-Based Air Defence) 

35mm Guns Course, OCT Wang Andai, was elated to have 

won the award. He shared, “Each of us have our own unique 

capabilities and characteristics. We all chipped in and played 

COMD FTI COC 
The command of Flying Training Institute (FTI) was handed 

over from COL Tommy Tan to COL Pek Hong Hwa at a 

Change-of-Command ceremony held at the Air Force Training 

Command (AFTC) auditorium on 20 Mar 12. The ceremony 

was witnessed by COMD AFTC, COL Lim Kok Siong.

Outgoing COMD FTI, COL Tommy Tan, joined the RSAF in Jul 

1984. Since then, he has held a number of staff and command 

appointments, including CO 143 SQN, Dy COMD Tengah Air 

Base, and COMD Paya Lebar Air Base (PLAB). He was also 

appointed as COMD Flying Training School in 24 Feb 09. When 

AFTC was inaugurated, COL Tan took over the command 

of the newly-named FTI.

Incoming COMD FTI, COL Pek Hong Hwa, joined the RSAF in 

Dec 1986. Prior to his appointment as COMD FTI, COL Pek 

had previously served as CO 144 SQN, Dy COMD PLAB, and 

most recently, as Dy COMD Fighter Group in the Air Combat 

Command. COL Pek receiving the Command Symbol from COL Tan

BG Wong presenting the ceremonial sword to best trainee OCT Wang Andai BG Wong with the best trainees

our role to the best of our abilities. I feel honoured to have won 

this award.

Best trainee for the 8th AWO (C3) ATC Course, OCT Sia Chin 

Hian, elaborated on the challenges he faced during his course, 

“One of the challenges I faced was communicating with 

people. As we all come from different cultures and different 

social circles, it is not easy to convey your message with the 

right words and with the right tact. You have to understand 

each person’s background and see things from their points 

of view. Only then, can we work together effectively and 

harmoniously.” 

The RCGC ended with the symbolic mixing of the Air Force 

spirits by BG Wong and the best trainees. Following which, 

the graduates proceeded for the RSAF Graduation Dining-in 

at the Paya Lebar Offi cers’ Mess.
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“While a strong SAF is the ultimate guarantor for our peace, 

stability and prosperity, only Singaporeans can and will 

defend Singapore. This responsibility begins with us, Offi cers 

and men of the SAF.”

This confi dent statement from ME4 Liu Jiaman refl ects the 

underlying message of the recent Tri-Service Warfi ghter 

Course (TSWC). The course focuses on exposing the 

SAF’s offi cers to integrated operations as well as 

Operations-Other-Than-War such as humanitarian and 

peace support operations. ME4 Liu did the RSAF proud by 

graduating as the top student in the 24th TSWC course held 

from 30 Jan 12 to 24 Feb 12.

As a Staff Offi cer in the Electronics Warfare Systems 

Branch in ALD, ME4 Liu is in charge of the engineering 

and system support for the electronic warfare systems 

installed on fi ghter aircraft. Being an engineer, ME4 Liu 

faced some unique challenges in the TSWC which he had 

never encountered before. He shared, “The most challenging 

task was defi nitely having to write essays related to military 

and political studies. Having studied engineering, I am 

used to thinking in a very systematic and concise manner 

to solve problems. Writing essays that require substantial 

argumentative elements was simply not my forte. As such, 

I spent a lot of time researching on the 

subjects online and in libraries.

However, by working hard and following 

through with his goals, ME4 Liu was 

able to overcome the challenges which 

he faced. He shared, “Through setting 

high standards for myself and doing my 

best effort in everything that I did, I believe 

that I have infl uenced and inspired 

my coursemates positively and, 

together, we can achieve higher 

standards in our daily work.”

ME4 Liu was also quick to 

emphasise the vital role his 

teammates from the course 

played in his achievements 

during the course. “I defi nitely 

feel honoured but, more 

importantly, this honour belongs 

to everyone who supported 

me during the course as well. 

I seriously believe that this 

ME4 Liu at his desk

ME4 Liu along with his coursemates from the 24th TSWC

achievement is the result of a collective effort and I would 

not have been able to achieve this without the support of my 

peers in the course. “

ME4 Liu has learned a lot from his experiences during the 

course and will bring those lessons back with him to his 

daily routines in the RSAF. “The TSWC has re-affi rmed my 

choice to work in the military and also provided the clarity 

for me to continue serving the country. It has broadened 

my perspective of the SAF’s operations and re-iterated the 

importance of the SAF. As leaders in the SAF, we must 

be the change that we wish to see in the organisation. 

It is therefore critical that we take ownership of the 

problems we face and lead by example.”

The 24th TSWC’s Top Student: ME4 Liu Jiaman
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Our Committed NSman: MSG(NS) Lim Ho Soon Dennis

MSG(NS) Lim and his students during his birthday celebration

MSG(NS) Lim (extreme right) with his SQN mates during the exercise 

140 SQN’s dedication and commitment during the exercise 
shone through as they won the Best Overall SQN award 
at the exercise. For his efforts during the exercise, 
MSG(NS) Lim received a Letter of Commendation from COMD 
ACC, BG Lim Yeong Kiat, as well as a Letter of Appreciation 
from SLTC Sim Peng Shin, CO 140 SQN. He commented, 
“I really appreciate these tokens of appreciation for the effort 
put in by an NSman.”

Speaking about the support he received throughout the 
exercise, MSG(NS) Lim said, “I have to thank all of the 
personnel of 140 SQN, especially my CO, SLTC Sim Peng 
Shin. They had faith in my experience and knowledge in fl ight 
line operations and this spurred me on to do my best during 
the exercise.” He also felt that his family’s support was 
important, “My family, especially my parents and my wife, 
has always supported and encouraged me to pursue my 
beliefs and passions.”

MSG(NS) Lim is a good example of how NSmen play an 
integral role in our air force. They form the backbone of our 
force and keep the RSAF fl ying high.

“National Service forms the backbone of our national security. 
A security that is built and strengthened continuously over the 
years through the effort and conviction put in by those who 
serve our nation.”

This quote from MSG(NS) Lim Ho Soon Dennis gives valuable 
insight on his views of National Service and his dedication to 
national defence even after reaching his Operationally Ready 
Date (ORD). 

Recently, MSG(NS) Lim set aside his job as a teacher for 
a while and took part in a RSAF exercise organised by 
Air Combat Command (ACC) as an Operationally Ready 
National Serviceman (NSman). As the Assistant Dedicated 
Crew Chief for 140 SQN, his job scope involved ensuring 
aircraft safety and maintaining aircraft serviceability at the 
highest possible standards throughout the exercise. On 
his experience during the exercise, MSG(NS) Lim shared, 
“We would start our operations before sunrise to inspect 
and prepare all the aircraft for their scheduled missions. 
Although we would work long hours to support mission 
requirements, nothing beats the feeling of seeing the 
aircraft take off and land safely with the mission 
accomplished.”

Previously, before leaving the Service, MSG(NS) Lim worked 
as a Dedicated Crew Chief at 140 SQN for 10 years. He 
cited his relationship with the SQN as one of the reasons he 
decided to volunteer for the exercise. He shared,“I saw it as 
a call of duty that also provided me the rare and wonderful 
opportunity to work together again with the people whom 
I have always respected and enjoyed working with in the 
RSAF. To be able to cooperate with them again in this 
exercise made it more meaningful and worthwhile.”
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Changes in Appointments (Jan 2012 - Apr 2012)

Contributed by: Air Manpower Department

Chief of Staff, IADS 
Date: 24 Feb 12
Incoming: COL Yun Tar Sun Sunny
Outgoing: COL Toh Chor Kah Henry

CO 150 SQN
Date: 17 Apr 12
Incoming:  MAJ Poon Des-Mon
Outgoing: LTC Leong Chee Chung Joseph

COMD FTI
Date: 20 Mar 12
Incoming: COL Pek Hong Hwa
Outgoing: COL Tan Soon Hock Tommy

COMD ALG-RW 
Date: 19 Apr 12
Incoming: ME6 Yap Soon Haw Timothy
Outgoing: ME7 Harold Cheng

CO ALS ADOC
Date: 10 Feb 12
Incoming: ME6 Sim Vee Ming
Outgoing: ME6 Andrew Yeo Hock Heng

CO 165 SQN
Date: 17 Feb 12
Incoming: MAJ Chng Yu-Zhun
Outgoing: LTC Loke Choon Ee

CO 4AD CTAB
Date: 27 Feb 12
Incoming: ME4 Ong Woei Leng
Outgoing: MAJ Kwek Joo Eng

CWO 165 SQN
Date: 18 Jan 12
Incoming: 1WO Ou Yong Keng Seng
Outgoing: MWO Loh Chin Boon

CWO 160 SQN
Date: 15 Feb 12
Incoming: 1WO Ong Loo Heng
Outgoing: 1WO Tang Chee Seng
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