
79

POINTER, Journal of the singapore armed forces	 Vol.40 No.3

quotable quotes

Quotable Quotes

“We sleep safely at night because rough men stand ready to visit violence  
on those who would harm us.” .  

– Winston Churchill (1874-1965), Former Prime Minister of the United Kingdom,  
military officer, historian, writer, artist and Nobel Prize winner in Literature.

“It is fatal to enter a war without the will to win it.”    
– Douglas MacArthur (1880-1964), Five-Star General of the American Army,  

Field Marshall of the Philippine Army. 

“The only easy day was yesterday!”  
– D.J Molles, author of “The Remaining” series

“A leader is a man who had the ability to get other people to do what they don’t want to do, and like it.”
– Harry S.Truman (1884-1972), 33rd President of the United States.

“Lead me, follow me, or get out of my way.”
– George S.Patton (1885-1945), United States Army General.

“Whoever is under a man’s power is under his protection, too.”
– David J.Schwartz (1927-1987), American motivational writer, coach, professor.

“Leadership is the capacity to translate vision into reality.”
– Warren Bennis (1925-2014), American scholar, organisational consultant and author,  

distinguished professor.

“You don’t lead by pointing and telling people some place to go.  
You lead by going to that place and making a case.”

– Ken Kesey (1935-2001), American novelist, poet, essayist.

“Leaders always choose the harder right rather than the easier wrong.” 
– Orrin Woodward, author, entrepreneur, motivational speaker.

“Leaders must be good listeners. It’s rule number one, and it’s the most  
powerful thing they can do to build trusted relationships.” 

– Lee Ellis (b. 1943), retired United States Air Force Colonel, author, speaker, consultant.

“If you don’t love something, you’re not going to go the extra mile,  
work the extra weekend, challenge the status quo as much.” 

– Steve Jobs (1955-2011), Co-Founder, Chairman and CEO of Apple.Inc,  
entrepreneur, marketer, inventor.
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“The quality of a leader is reflected in the standards they set for themselves.”
– Ray Kroc (1902-1984), American businessman, predominant establisher  

of the McDonald’s Corporation.

“How we think shows through in how we act. Attitudes are mirrors of the mind.  
They reflect thinking.”

– David Joseph Schwartz (1927-1987), American motivational writer and coach.

“Go as far as you can see; when you get there, you’ll be able to see farther.”
– J.P Morgan (1837-1913), American financier, banker, philanthropist, art collector.

“The function of leadership is to produce more leaders, not more followers.”
– Ralph Nader (b. 1934), American political activist, author, lecturer, attorney. 

“A man is but the product of his thoughts what he thinks, he becomes.”
– Mahatma Ghandi (1869-1948), Indian Nationalist Leader, politician, spiritual leader.

“We think too small, like the frog at the bottom of the well. He thinks the sky is only  
as big as the top of the well. If he surfaced, he would have an entirely different view.”

– Mao Zedong (1893-1976), Chinese Communist revolutionary, founding father of the People’s Republic of China.

“I can’t change the direction of the wind, but I can adjust my sails to always reach my destination.”
– Jimmy Dean (1928-2010), American country music singer, television host, actor, businessman.

“I can accept failure, everyone fails at something. But I can’t accept not trying.”
– Michael Jordan (b. 1963), American former professional basketball player, entrepreneur.

“Learn everything you can, anytime you can, from anyone you can –  
there will always come a time when you will be grateful you did.”

– Sarah Caldwell (1924-2006), American opera conductor, impresario, stage director.

“Success is not final, failure is not fatal: it is the courage to continue that counts.”
– Winston Churchill (1874-1965), Former Prime Minister of the United Kingdom,  
military officer, historian, writer, artist and Nobel Prize winner in Literature.
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“Never put off till tomorrow what you can do the day after tomorrow.”
– Mark Twain (1835-1910), American author, humourist.

“He who has never learned to obey cannot be a good commander.”
 – Aristotle (384-322 BCE), Greek philosopher, scientist.

“You have to learn the rules of the game. And then you have to play better than anyone else.”
– Albert Einstein (1879-1955), German theoretical physicist, philosopher of science,  

Nobel Prize winner in Physics.

“The will to succeed is important, but what’s more important is the will to prepare.”
– Bobby Knight (b. 1940), American retired basketball coach.

“Rank does not confer privilege or give power. It imposes responsibility.”
– Peter F. Drucker (1909-2005), management consultant, author, educator.

“The soldier is the Army. No army is better than its soldiers. The Soldier is also a citizen.  
In fact, the highest obligation and privilege of citizenship is that of  

bearing arms for one’s country.”
– George S.Patton (1885-1945), United States Army General.

	
“When you are in any contest you should work as if there were -  

to the very last minute - a chance to lose it.
– Dwight D. Eisenhower (1890-1969), 34th President of the United States,  

Five-star General of the United States Army.

It is not enough to fight. It is the spirit which we bring to the fight that  
decides the issue. It is morale that wins the victory.

– George Catlett Marshall (1880-1959), Chief of Staff of the United States Army,  
Secretary of State, third Secretary of Defence.

“When you can’t make them see the light, make them feel the heat.”
– Ronald Reagan (1911-2004), 40th President of the United States, actor, politician.


