National Anthem of the Republic of Singapore

MAJULAH SINGAPURA

“Onward Singapore”

‘Majulah Singapura' (meaning "Onward Singapore") was composed in 1958 by the
late Mr Zubir Said. Then Mayor of the City Council of Singapore, Mr Ong Eng
Guan, approached Mr Zubir to write an official song for the City Council to
commemorate the newly renovated Victoria Theatre. It was first played by the
Singapore Chamber Ensemble. The anthem was launched on 3 December 1959,
together with the National Flag and the State Crest, at the installation of the new
head of state, the Yang di-Pertuan Negara. Upon Singapore's independence in
1965, "Majulah Singapura" was adopted as the new republic's National Anthem.

Original Malay Lyrics

Mari kita rakyat Singapura
Sama-sama menuju bahagia
Cita-cita kita yang mulia
Berjaya Singapura
Marilah kita bersatu
Dengan semangat yang baru
Semua kita berseru
Majulah Singapura
Majulah Singapura

The English translation of the National Anthem

Come, fellow Singaporeans
Let us progress towards happiness together
May our noble aspiration bring
Singapore success
Come, let us unite
In a new spirit

Let our voices soar as one
Onward Singapore
Onward Singapore



How it may be used

e Public and private organisations can sing or play the National Anthem, on any
appropriate occasion. Singaporeans are encouraged to sing the Anthem on
occasions of national celebration or national significance.

o Either the instrumental or vocal versions may be played. Besides the versions
produced by the Ministry of Information, Communications and the Arts, other
rearranged versions may also be used, provided that the tune and lyrics of the
Anthem are complete and performed with dignity

e Dignity and decorum should be observed whenever it is played or sung.
Everyone must stand at attention as a mark of respect.

How it cannot be used or treated.

¢ It must not be incorporated into any other composition or medley.

e It must only be sung following the original lyrics, not any translation of those
lyrics.

Ceremonial Versions

The following are the descriptions of the 3 versions of the National Anthem and its
usage:

1. Full Version
This version is for the purpose of singing.
Introduction — A — B with repeat

2. Salute Version
This version is for the purpose of a Salute to the President of the Republic
of Singapore. No singing is required.
Introduction — A — B without repeat, i.e. go to 2™ time bar

3. Abridged Version
This version is used for Singapore Armed Forces Dining In and after the
playing of the visiting dignitary’s National Anthem during a Welcome
Ceremony at the Istana. No singing is required.
Introduction — A



